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To the Chriſtian 


READER 


HE World is ſo well acquainted with Colleions in 
Learning, Morality and Divinity, Cxemplifying 
Vertue and Vice, &c. that there needs no Apology for 
Works of this fort, which may have their uſe as well 
as others ;, I choſe this way as moit Authorative and convincing. 
And as to the eMatter and Subje& of the Book, it cannot but 
be highly neceſſary, and ſeaſonable to plead in the behalf of Love 
and Peace, when the Church is ſo miſcrably divid- 
ed. Worthy men have complained, That our Gm». Cath. 
Diviſions have brought things to ſuch: a paſs, "y 
that men take it ill to hear of Charity, Azd 
That a Treatiſe of Peace would be thought Biſhop Gauden, 
like Snow in Summer, or Rain in Harveſt, 
And « Third, That one had as good Till the Riſhop Tailor. 
Air, or plow the Sands, as perſwade ſuch 
Dodrines. And a Fourth, That it hath been Dottor Fowler. 
the common Fate of Reconcilers to ſuffer 
trom both Parties, But however we fare, it is our Duty to 
mind the contentious World of ſo important a part of Chrift 
Diſciple, which it ſcems to have forgot, and to have unlearnt 
that ſſon their Maſter taught them, to love one another. 
IWe are indeed to contend earneſily for the Faith, once deli- 
vered to the Saints, and get to ſeek the Irnth and "Peace. 
A 2 Zech. 
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Lech. 8. 19. If we be never ſo certain the thing we contend for 
* Iruth, we muſt <li t axxm, follow the Truth in Love. 
If ever this Church flouriſh, Moderation muſt 

'o Eibop atlaſt be the Temper of her Members, ſaith 
oem the Reverend Dean of Canterbury. And , 
Though we agree not wich our brethren in all their Opini- 
ons, yet while we hold the fame Creed, and walk by the 
Gre Rule, why ſhould we not hope to meeCin the ſame 
Heaven ? For ſure Heaven is wide enough to hold men of feve- 
ral judgments, elſe few are gone thither already, and fewer 
would follow after in theſe times of diviſion, A man may almoſt 
4s ſoon expett that all the Clocks in the City ſhould ſtrike One ta- 
gether, as that eMen of ſo many ſeveral Sets, as are to be found 
#n England, ſhould agree in any one alone. The Church of 
England, the Proteſtant Diſlenters, the Quakers, and the 
Romaniſts «re 0 more like to meet together in one place, and 
jon in the ſame "Religious Worſhip, than London, Geneva, 
Rome, ec. to move ont of their ſeveral places, and joyn to» 
gether into one City. For my part, I do believe that there will 
be to the end of the World ſome for Epiſcopacy, ſome - Presbi- 
tery, ſome for Ana-Baptiſm, and perhaps ſome for Independent 
Congregations, though againſt the whole current of Antiquity. 
For beſides that Scripture is not ſo very clear and convincing by 
neceſſary conſequence, againſt their received Opinions, as it is in 
matters of Faith, the difference of Educations, and variety of 
apprehenſions, which men (who here know but in part) have a> 
bout the ſenſe of the ſame Scriptures doth mightily confirm it : 
In every one there is not the ſame knowledge, ſaith the A- 
poſtle,. x Cor. 8. 7. What Courſe is then to be taken ? Muſt 
we ſe force and violence, bloud and wounds, fire and faggot, 
fines and impriſonments, Curſes and Excommunications againſt 
Diſſenters from our Way and Worſhip & We have not ſo learned 
Chriſt. I preſume this ſavours of that other manner of Spirit, 
which Chriſt rebuked in his Diſciples (who would — _ 
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famed the Samaritans with fire from Heaven) telling thent they 
hnew not what ſpirit they were of ; for Chriſt came not to de- 
ftroy mens lives but to ſave them, pon which 

words, ſaith a Learned *Prelate of our Church, Bilhop A4rvroxy's 
Not to deſtroy, that they which cannot fave, * Þ: 515: 
may vet be ſure not to deſtroy any. The World hath uſed to 
pradiſe the contrary, if men cannot ſave others (and their ſav- 
mg of them is no more than to bring them to be of their Sed and 
"Perſwaſion ;, and perhaps a putting them farther off from ſalua- 
tion than they were before ) the next Courſe is to deitroy, ard 
root out the Generation of them, But it was ex- 
cellently ſaid by as excellent a "Perſon, © That —_— 
« they who are moit given to hate and deftroy 4p hg ne 
« others, eſpecially thoſe others who differ from Houle of Lords, 
&* them in Religion, they are not the Church of © © 

« (God, or at leaſt they are ſo far corrupt in that particular. 
For Chriſt ſaith ſave, and deſtroy not +, bleſs, and curſe not ; 
and love your enemies, enemies to our Feligion as well as others, 
and that with all the "Properties of true Charity, ſet down by 
Se. Paul, x Cor. 13. 4, 5, 6, 7. For want of this we have ſuf- 
va much from each other, and each ſide felt it ſmart, an4 
found it grievous, when it was their turn to ſuffer 5 4s it hath 
been tos too common with ws, whatever 'Party hath got upper- 
moſt to carry it with a ſevere hand towards the reit, following 
the Advice given to King Charles the Second in reſped@ of the 
Diſſenters, to cruſh them when he had got them under the 
Hatches : Whereas common Humanity and Chriſtianity teach us 
mutual favour, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, meekneſs, long-ſuf- 
fering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, &c. 
Col. 3- 12,13: And bleſſed be God who hath endued our Gra- 
ciows Prince, and the Great Council of the Nation with this 
Chriſtian Spirit, to ſhew mercy to mens Conſciences, And ſure- 
ly if men will be but ſo wiſe as to know and conſider, { good as 
te deſire, and ſo bumble as to yield to the things which make for 
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Peace, they cannot be ignorant, how mmch the preſent Ad 
for Toleration may contribute to our "Peace and Proſperity, 
1 am ſure it kath put a ſtop to three very conſiderable Erils 3, 
To thoſe Fines and Impriſonments which have been the ruine 
of ſome Familie:, by diſabling the eMaiter of the Family from 
carrzirg on tis Trade, and bringing in 'Proviſion for the relt 
which depended on him. We ſhould have thought it hard 
meaſure, if it had been our own caſe, 10 have been confined to a 
Priſon injtead of a Shop, and to have the Ad of Forty Pound: 
for each Moneth levied upon us for one or two Moneths, 
upon the account gf our difference from our Brethren ; and 
then quod tibi ficri non vis alteri ne feceriss Again, 1: 
hath put a ftop to that great abuſe of Excommunication, deſigned 
by Chriſt against men of the greateſt and moſt incorrigible wick- 
careſs, or the mo#t o)ſtinate Hereſces,and not for any leſſer diffe- 
rerces in things of no neceſſity to Salvation : Which hath made 
this holy means of Reformation deſpiſed, while the former ſort 
eſcaped notwithſtanding their profaneneſs and debauchery ; but 
the latter, though ſound in the ſame Faith with ws, and much 
anblameable in their lives, have fallen under the heavieſt cenſures 
of the Church, Further this Toleration hath taken away the 
Jeurwyneſs of the Church-lWardens Oath, which (in a ſtri@ ſenſe 
of the words, if no latitude could be allowed, or mitigatious of 
it) called for a Preſentment of Diſſenters without any ſavour,or 
drfference between the weak and the wilful » Which becauſe of 
ike ill conſequence which too often followed, Fxcommunication, 
uvd Impriſonment, many Church-Wardens were more backward 
and aterſe wrto, Their Conſciences would not ſuffer them to 
nork ſuch eril and trouble to their Chriſtian © Brethren, Feilow 
Proteit ants, Loving Neighbours fir ſome ſmall difference not 
arſtrutive of their Salvation, And if we do not like every 
thing that 15 in the AG of Toleration beſt, as if any nnordained 
w1en Le allowed "Preachers or Teachers of any Congregation (if 1 
at not miſinformed, ſcarce any ſetled conſtant *Preachers even 
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among the Independents, and Anabaptiſts,but what are Ordair- 
ed by laying on of Hands, Faſting and Prayer, )the guiitwill be to 
themſelues,and their hearers, &c. and notto us. Mr. Maſon hath 
proved in his excellent Defence of the Ordination of eMiniſters 
beyond the Seas, that Ordination by Presbyters is valid, Sec 
more in Iren. 2d. part, ch. $. ' Biſbop Jewel, Downam, Alley, 


Pilkington, Bridges, Bilſon, Andrews, Davenant, Prideaux, 


Ulher, Dr. Field, Nowel, Saravia, &c. And in the Conftor- 
miſt Plea for Non-Conformilts, part 2d. p. 36. and 37. and 
50. Thoſe that have the internal call of knowledge and piety are 
not to be reckoned as Laymen, but next to Presbyters. As Abbet 
Bucer, and Difbop Jewel, Bilſon, Dr. Benefield, &+c. If we 
can but bear and forbear with one another in love, notwithſtand- 
ing the diverſity of our Judements, we may live happily, and 
hope to ſee good days. Men will now be free from the many 
fears and jealouſies, which *made theme (it nneaſie under former 
Princes, and not to enjoy themſelves ſo comfortably, when they 
were ſo often in danger pon their difference in Religion, It is 
not ſo long (ince, that almoſt all Sets were jealous one of ano- 
ther 5, the Church of England of the Church of Rome, and her 
deſigns; and of the Diſſenters, leaſt they for preſent eaſe and 
Toleration in their {Religion ſhould have given away the Telt, 
the common ſecurity of the us Religion : And the Diſſen- 
ters ſeemed to be afraid of both, of the ſeverities which they ha4 


felt from the Church of England, and itspenal Laws, and of 


greater from the Church of Rome, if ſhe got uppermoſt,and to have 
the power in her own hands, And all this becauſe our love was 
cromn cola, and our | ſpirits hot with ſach a zeal got among a4, 
which like wild-j.re threatned to conſume us, and our Heligion 
beth : - But ſure $t. Paul was not miſtaken when he called love a 
more excel/ent way, that love which worketh no ill to its Neigh- 
bour. Fob 6.8, 9. And O that | might have my requeſt / 
That God would grant we the thing that | long for / even 
that it would pleaſe God to take away the vecaſions of our ws. 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian diviſions and animoſities. As he hath begun the 
work, that ſo it may be continued and ended in him, creatin 
peace out of that Chaos of confuſion into which we have fallen, 
that Chriſtians as brethren may dwell together in Unity, and 
Chriſtianity again become lovely to thoſe that are without, who 
uſed to ſay of the Primitive Chriſtians,vide ut Chriſtiani amant, 
ſee how theſe Chriſtians love one another, And though to be 
of one mind and of one judgment is rather to be wiſhed then hop- 
ed for in our days, yet to be of one heart, why ſhould it be thought 
a thing incredible or impoſſible * I am ſure Chriſts Command- 
ments are not grievous, and his command is plain and perempto- 
ry for it. A new commandment give I unto you, John 13. 
34. to love one another, It was put to me at my Ordination 
in theſe words, or to this effe# ; Will you promote Love and 
Concord among all Chriſtian people, but eſpecially thoſe of 
your Charge ? My - | rs was, Þ will do fo by the help of 
God. And I iruſt I done ſo herein, And ſince the moſt 
effetual means for love and peace is as full an Union as we can 
attain unto, leſſening our differences, and enlarging our Commu- 
riou as much as may be: And ſince as eMr. Wake on Rom. 
15, 5, 6, 7- P- 31. Never certainly was there a time ſince 
our Diviſions firſt began, in which we had greater reaſon to 
conſider of an Union; or I hope a fairer opportunity to 
promiſe our ſelves an accompliſhment of it ( ſaith bez, ) Let 
us all be as carefu} to improve it, as I am perſwaded we 
nave all of us not only ſeem'd to delire, but indeed carneſt- 
iy _ for it. And1 hope, my Fathers will ſhew them- 
jelves *Patres *Patrie by their Fatherly care and concern 
tor the Churches good and peace z and will not think it too 
much for ſo great and good a work as an happy re-Union. 
(which, as eMr. De L' Angle in his Letter to his Lordſhip the 
"Biſhop of London, Will rejoyce Men and Angels, and bri 
down a thouſand bleſiings of Heaven and Earth upon thoſe 
that ſball contribute the moſt unto it. Unreaſon.of Sep. p. 424.) 
to 
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to part with a Ceremony, to alter an exprejſion or two in the 
Common-Prayers, and to do ſomenhat more for peace, now that 
there 5s a time for ſach a thing, And ſurcly there is no fuch 
wide breach, and great a epfrexce but that there might be a 
cloſing, if we did but heartily deſire it, and each ſide would yield. 
ſomewhat for peace ſake. And as onr Church hath yielded to ac- 
cept of a ſubſcription to the thirty ſux Articles, leaving 64t thoſe 
1n controverſie, ſhe ſhows thereby that ſhe knowr how to yield in 
other things, in caſe it will attain the end, and our diſſenting 
' Brethren in any conſiderable number can be perſwaded to return 
into the Communion cf our Church. God whois the Authour of 
"Peace, and Lower of Concord make ws all in love with *Peace, 
that we may be followers of theſe burning and ſbining light ;, enitl- 
ing or feet into the way of peace, 2 Cor. Iz 11. That the God 
of Love and Peace may be with us. For which I ball never 
ceaſe to intercede at the Throne of Grace, 4s 


A Friend of Peace, 


R. C. 
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A Copy 4 Verſes made by the Author of the 
Colletions, 
Herubims and Seraphims the Hoſt of Love, 
And Numbers numberleſs of Saints above, 
Free from ſtrife, (which wretched Mortals below, 
Ever contending, to their ſorrow know ; ) 
Exalt ye Loves praiſe, make it heard on high : 
All our life we ſtrive, and laſt ſtruggling dye. 
Ah Jeſu's Spouſe / Chriſtian call'd of old, 
By Se&arian names now manifold ; 
Wedded to Peter and the Vatican ; 
| Become Calviniſt elſe a Lutheran : 
|; One Church of the Eaſt, t' other of the Weſt : 
Diviſions have made bad of the belt. 
Our Mother's not of Sons of Peace bereft : 
Praiſe toour God for ſeven thouſand left, 
Who under Prince of Peace his Banners go, 
| To fight out fights, and ſtrife the Common Foe : 
Brave Worthies / Arm'd with courage from above 
| To win for Truth, and overcome with love. 


WILLIAM the Third high in Glory raiſ'd ; 
The Worlds wonder : All Exrope ſtands amaz'd : 
Behold Great "Britains Scepter in his hand : 

Peace eſtabliſh'd. Triumphant ſing O Land, 

| Bleſt with a Prince by Heaven ſure defign'd 

| For Great, Good and Juſt : An Heroick Mind ! 


Love 


Love ours, and.thine, King of Kings, guard his Throne ; 
To be de-thron'd by none but thee : 

Him with peacetul thoughts God of Peace infpire : 

Him, ye ages yet to come be Juſt, admire ; 

And call our Great Aſſembly wile to yield, 

Wiſeto ſtand, that Truth and Peace win the Field. 
Doom to the bottomleſs that ſpright of ire, 

Which Abimelech and Shechem ſet cn fire ; Judg. 9. 23- 
And made them with infuſed fury mad, 

Each other to conſume by vengeance ſad, 

When much incens'd their God his Peace withdrew : 
Tremble pow'rs : But he hath his coming too, 

Not in violent Earthquakes , bluſt'ring Winds : 

But ſmall ſtill voice to calm and peaceful minds ? 

When he to work for peace the World muſt know, 

He makes rough places ſmooth, lays mountains low - 
Euphrates rapid torrents mighty pride * 

Mufgas Shiloa's waters gently glide : 

The Lamb and Wolf muſt dwell like brothers then, ' 
The Calf and Fatling lodge at the Lions Denz If. 11-6; 
The Cow and Savage Bear together feed, T1 vy 9+ 
And alittle Child thoſe wild creatures lead ; 

The Aſp not ſting, nor Cockatrice annoy, 

Nor thoſe Beaſts hurt which uſed to deſtroy. 

When thus men caj}m their paſſions, (till their rage, 

We ſhall enjoy another Golden age, 

Hopes, love will tame us with its gentle arts, 

Cloſe our gaping wounds, melt our frozen hearts. 

The contentious World grown wiſe in time 

Pleads guilty now, conſcious of her crime, 

And ſounds a retreat that her feuds may ceaſe 

In a thrice-bleſt Philadelphian Peace. 

Jehovah's Thunderbolts which fly againſt the proud, 

And Zion cover'd with a diſinal cloud, 

B 2 Have 


Have made mens neck's (more (tiff then ſturdy Oak) 
Submit toChriſt, and bear loves cafie Yoke : 

Which Badge on Earth Chriſt true diſciples wear, 
And the Crown in Heav'n, high exalted there. 

God is love ; and they that with him dwell 
Embrac'd by Love in unity excel! : 

And with ſweet delights at the Fountain (till 4 
They drink his Love, and ever have their fill. (7 
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and Worthy Men among the Ny ſſenters 
from the Church of England. 


rent and may be yielded to, faith the one Set ; The other 

that they be the Popes rags, and may not be worn ; Saith 
Jewel, the Godly Learned men, at whoſe perſons you ſo rudely 
ſcoffe, that refuſe to go in your Apparel, or otherwiſe to ſhew 
themſelves like you, have age ſufficient, and can anſwer for them- 
ſelves : Notwithſtanding, thus much I may fay in their behalf, 
neither do they commend any manner of Apparel, as holy, nor 
condemn any manner of Apparel, as unholy. That is your pro- 
per and peculiar Error, Mr. Harding to make ſo deep account of 
outward ſhews. They may juſtly ſay the ſaine Apparel on your 
parts hath been fouly abuſed, &c. Defence of the Apolory, part. 3. 
chap. 5. Drvif. (. p. 325. 

Bama Adper, Or King James the firſt /n/frattions ro his Son ;, 1 do 
equally Love and Honour the Learned and Grave Men of either of 
theſe opinions, (z. e. for or againſt Ceremonials) which for mine 
own part [| ever held indiffereat. Again I exhort my Son to be 
beneficial to the good men of the Miniſtry, praiſing God, that 
there is a ſufficient number of goud men of them in this Kingdom, 
(;. e. df Scotland ;) and yet are they all known to be againſt the 
form of the Engliſh Church, 

The Speech of the Biſhop of St. Davids,(Dr.Rudde) in the Converati- 
on, May 23.1604; I put a great difference between them that are 
Schiſmatical, or open diſturbers of the ſtate Eccletiaſtical eſtabliſh- 
ed, and them that are ſcrupulous only of ſome Ceremonies, and 
other circumſtances, being otherwiſe Learned, Studious, Grave 


and Honeſt Men, and whoſe labours have been both paioful in the 
Church, 


B* Jewel in Anſwer to Mr. Harding ;, The thing is indiffe- 
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Church, and profitable to their ſeveral Congregations : Concern- 

ing thoſe Preachers laſt mentioned, I ſuppoſe, that if upon urg- 

ing them to the uſe of Ceremonies and Attire preſcribed, they 

ſhould ſtand out ſtifly, and chooſe rather to forgo their Livings 

and exerciſe of their Miniſtry ; and tho I do not juſtifie their do- 

ings therein, yet ſurely there ſervice would be miſſed at ſuch a 

time, as need ſhall require them and us to give the right hand of 
Fellowſhip one to another, and to go Armin Arm againſt the com- 
mon Adverſary, that fo there might be, Ys «na fortior, &c; Al- 
ſo remember that when the Benjamites (though for their deſert in 
maintaining of a bad cauſe)were all deſtroyed ſaving ſix hundred, 
and the Men of /ſrael ſware in their fury that none of them would 
give his daughter to the Benjamites to Wife : yet when their hot 
blood was over they lamented, and faid there is one Tribe cut off 
from Iſrael this day, and they uſed all their wits to the utmoſt of 
their Policy to reſtore that Tribe again : In like ſort, if theſe our 
Brethren aforeſaid ſhould be deprived of their places for the mat- 
ters premiſed, I think we ſhould find cauſe to bend our wits to the 
uttermoſt extent of our skill to provide ſome Cure of Souls for 
them, where they may exerciſe their Talents; verily I know not 
where to find ſo many able Preachers within this Realm (unprovi- 
ded for) to ſucceed them. 

Hookers Eccleſ. Pol, Pref. Otherwiſe (7. e. ſet aſide their Er- 
rours and Miſconceits, ſpcaking of the Diſſenters) right well af- 
fefted, and moſt Religiouſly enclined minds. Again, heartily be- 
ſeeching you by the meekneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, whom I truſt, ye 
love, that as ye tender the peace and quietneſs of the Church ; If 
your own Souls, hearts and conſciences be, as I doubt not but 
they are, things moſt dear and pretious unto you, be not blemi- 
ſhed with partulities. 

Biſhop Halls ples) againſt the Browniſt, p. 137, and 138. Set. 
$6. Eat. 1610 : Thoſe men which you fay complain ſo much of 
their miſerable condition under the Prelats mmpoſitions, have not- 
withſtanding, with the fame Pens and Tongues not only juſtified 
cur Church, but extolled it. You have found no ſharper Adver- 
ſaries in this very accuſation, for which you maliciouſly cite them. 
How freely ; how fully, have they evinced the Truth! Yea the 
happineſs of the Church of England againſt your falſe Challenges : 


and your forehead dares challenge them for Authors! So hath their 


Moderation oppoſed ſome appengaacies, that they have both ac- 


ED 


knowledged, and defended the ſubſtance with equal vehemence to 

our oppoſition z neither do they ſuffer (as you traduce them) 
Fr ſeekinganother Church Government. —W ould God you could 
follow thoſe men in_ Moderate and Charitable carriage, as you 
have outrun them in complaints ! 

Dottor Crakanthorp In his Defenſio Eccleſie Anglicans ch. 33, 
Set. 15- Puritanum, qui Hereticw fit, tu, opinor, in Anglia nemi- 
nem unquam comſpexiſti,—— You never ſaw in England, I believe, 
any Puritan Heretical in his Judgment. — Certe corum fere nul- 
Im, cns quiſquam inter vos pietate, C& vite Santtimonia, deftrina etiam 
(ne tw quidem, qus Magiſter erin two |ſratle) pancts eorum conferendus 
es, Certainly, ſcarce any one of them, with whom any men of 
yours can be compared in Holineſs of Life, in Learning alſo (not 
you indeed who are a Maſter in your /ſrael) worthy tobe named in 
compariſon with them. 

Doftor Edward Bulkley in bs Apology for the Religion Eſtabliſhed, 
being an Anſwer to Wrights Articles, Edit. 1608. Art. 5. p. 105, 
106, There is neither Proteſtant , nor ſuch as it pleaſeth you to 
call Puritans, fo far forth as I know and believe , but as they deny 
the Popes wicked Supremacy, which he hath uſurped over the 
Church of God, and Soveraign Princes, ſo they do unſeignedly 
confeſs and acknowledge the Kings Power and Authority in his 
Kingdoms and Dominions, and inall Cauſes, and over all perſons, 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, or Political : They all fay with 
St Pas!, that every Soul ought to be ſubjeCt to the higher Powers, 
whether they be (as St. Chryſoftom ſaith) Apoſtle or Evangeliſt, 
or Prophet, whatſoever he be,) for this ſubjefticn doth not over- 
throw Godline(s: They all confefs,that it belongeth to his Royal 
dignity, to {ce and procure not only Juſtice to be executed, and 
peace maintained, butalſo that God be truly and ſincerely ſerved, 
according to his will revealed ia his Word, &c. 

Biſhop Andrews Reſponſ. ad Bellarmint Apologiam, Eau. 1610, 
p. 29. Bellarm. In Britannia magna multititde Purit anorumsqui Br ima- 
tum non ad Regem, fed ad Senatam Miniſtrorum pertinere : Reſp. Puti- 
da hac calumma oft, Precbyterio forte lis oft cum Epiſcopis, cum Rege 
mulls eft ; Utrobique regi deſertar altro, utrinque quod Calaris eſt Cz- 
fari redduttr. 

Dottor Caves Goſpel Preached, &c. p. 93. Many of the Prezoyte- 
rian perſwaſion are not only ſound and Orthodox in the maia Ar- 


Licles of the Reformed Religion, but Learned and able Defenders 
ot 
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of it, zealous Proteſtors againſt all the Horrid wickedneſs of this 
Day, (Fan. 30.) and aftive Inſtruments in bringing home our 
Bangiſhed King. 

Dottor Burgels Pref. to Vindicat. of our Ceremonies, Sorge 
ble, and very worthy Miniſters were caſt out after the Conference 
at Hampton Court : Whereupon it was intended to bring them in 
by a kind of neceſlity, or to looſen from them others, cc. 

Poſtſcript. To Seriom and Compaſſionate Enquiry. The modeſty, 
and excellent temper of ſeveral ancient Non-Conformiſt of this 
Nation is a fair Copy for thoſe to Write after, that cannot yet be 
perſwaded to come compleatly over to the Church; and I will in- 
trcat all ſober Non-Conformiſt to remember after the conference 
at Hampton Court, when the Non-conformiſts could not obtain 
thcir deſire, they were not Tranſported with heat and paſſion ; 
but ingenuoufly promiſed the Biſhops that they would neverthe- 
leſs Reverence them as ſpirjtual Fathers, and joyn with them 
againſt the common Enemy. , | 

Hookers Diſcourſe cf Juſtification, p. 41 ; I doubt not, but God 
was merciful to fave thouſands of our Fathers living in Popiſh Su- 
perſtition, inaſmuch as they ſinned ignorantly. Jrem p. 87. That 
Churches Deceit hath prevailed over none unto death, but only 
ſuch as took « pleaſure in unrighteouſmeſs. They in all ages, whole 
hearts have delighted in the 2-79 Truth, and whoſe Souls 
have thirſted after Righteouſneſs, if they received the mark of 
Errour, the mercy of- God, even erring and dangerouſly erring, 
might ſave them» 

True ſtate of the Primitive Church Fpiſtle to the Reader. I verily be- 
lieve, there are thouſands of Papiſts, Lutherans and Calviniſts,both 
Learned and oo who would lay down their Lives for the 
Truth they profe 

King Charles the firſt upon the Covenant Set. 4. Touching the 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church, &c. Things which 
are of no clear and moral neceſſity, but very diſpatable, and con- 
troverted among Learned and Godly men, Set#. 7. Yet as things 
now ſtand, good men ſhall leaſt ottend God or me, by keeping 
' their Covenant in honeſt and lawful ways, fince I have the chari- 
ty to think that the cheif end of the Covenant in ſuch mens in- 
tentions, was to preſerve Religion in purity and the Kingdoms in 


peace. 


Idem 
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Idem, to the Prince of Wales, Beconfident as 1am, that the moſt 
of all ſides who. have done amif3,. have done ſo not out of Malice, 
bat miſ-information or miſ-apprehenſion. I alledge this not toex- 
cuſe or juſtifie thoſe perſons, much leſs their Solemn Leagve or 
Covenant, but to ſhow his charitable Sentiment of them, allowing 
good men to have been in the number, lead away with that Error 
ot the times. 

King Charles the Seconds Declaration concerning Eccieſiaſtical Af- 
fairs, 1660. pag. F- When we were in Holland, we were attend- 
ed by many grave and Learned Miniſters from home, who were 
looked upon as the moſt able and principal Aſſertors of the Presby- 
terian Opinions, with whom we had as much Conference, as the 
multitude of Aﬀairs which were then upon us, would permir, and 
to our great Satisfaftion and Comfort, found them perſons full of 
atfe&tion to us, of Zeal for the peace of the Church and State, and 
neither Enemies (as they have been given out to be) to Epiſcopacy 
and Liturgy, but modeſtly ro deſire ſuch alterations in either, as 
without ſhaking the Foundations, might beſt allay the preſent di- 
ſtempers, which the indiſpoſition of the Times, and Tenderneſs of 
ſome Mens Confciences had contratted. Pag. 17. /tem, Becauſe 
ſome men, otherwiſe Pions, and Learned, ſay, they cannot con- 
form nnto the Subſcription required by the Cannon, nor take the 
Oath of Canonical Obedience, &c. 

Appendix to the third part of the Friendly Debate, pas. 143. Tells 
us that Doctor 7ackſon always reverenced their Excellent Parts, 
=o good Labours, though he diſliked the deformity of their 
Zeal, &c. 

Biſhop Saunderſon on Rom. 14. 3. Seft. 29. I make no doubr, 
neither dare I be fo uncharitable, as not to think, but that many 
of them (s. e. Non-conformiſts.) have honeſt, and vpright, and 
ſincere hearts to God-ward, and are unfeignedly Zealous tor Gods 
Truth, and for Religion. They that arc ſuch, no doubr fed 
the Comfort of it in their own Souls, and we ſee the Fruits of It 
4n their Frog rr _ rejoyce at it. | 

Judge Hales Diſcomrſe of Religion, pag. 21. Some petſohs tr 
Conntions obſerving the jo Cerupticns that the Romuſp 
Church hath brought into the Worſhip of God, are very ſaſpict- 
ous of any thing that may look, as they thitk, that way ; though 
they are otherwiſe Men, of ſound and Orthodox Printiptes, and 
of a truly Righteous and Sober _ Item, p. 13, Scrupuluus of. 

the. 
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the Ceremonies, otherwiſe ſound in the principles of Faith, Pious 
and Strift in their Lives, Juſt and Honeſt to all men, and Soter, 
Temperate and Elamelels. 

Mr. Smithies Spirit of Meekneſr, pag. 71. It may be, they are 
good Men, and were converted by that Miniſter, or ſome other 
of the ſame perſwaſion, from the ways of WickedneG, to the 
prattice of Religion : Tis well quoted by a late Learned Writer 
for the Church, in the diviſion of hearts that is in the World, 
it's certain ſome good may Diſſent. Bsſhop Tailor Dutt. Dub. 
P. 3. ch. 4. Rule 2.3, Sett. 3. Item Collett. of Diſcourſe, Epiſt. Dedic. 
before Liberty of Propheſie. Its an hard Caſe, that we ſhould think 
all Papiſts and Anabaptiſts and Sacramentaries bad men ; certain- 
ly among all theſe SeCts there are very many Wiſe Men, and Good 
Men, as well as Erring, 

Mr, D' PAngles Letter to the Biſhop of London, It is certain, 
that among the multitude that follow them (s. e. the Separatiſts) 
there is a very great Number of good Men, whoſe Faith is pure, 
and whoſe Piety is lincere ; and to me, that the good and 
charitable Biſhops ought to ſay of them, though in ſomething a 
different ſence, as Optarus Milevitanus (hid of the Donatiſts in his 
time; $s C olleg um Epiſcopale nobiſcum vabere nolunt, tamen frarres 
wt, . 
Dettor Stillingfleet Muchief of Separation. p. 9. I cannot per- 
ſwade my ſelf, that ſo many ſcrupulous, and conſcientious men, 
as are at this day among us, would live ſo many years in a known 
fin, (3.e in a ſtate of Separation from the Communion of a Church 
which in Conſcience they thought themſelves obliged to commy- 
nic2te with.) | 

Conformiſts Plea for the Nonconformiſts, Part 4. pag. 17. Some have 
their [ndiſcretions, and their Miſtakes, and their Heats, and their 
Blemiſhes; and what Party have not ? But if the Grace of God 
hath appeared to any men, and if any are taught to deny Un- 
godline(s, and Worldly Luſts, and to live Soberly, Righteouſly, 
and Godlily in this t World, as I am ſure there are, there 
are fuch an_ them. 

_ Pag. 20. What an Example was the moſt faithful and ſucceſsful 
Mr. Baxter, whoſe prattice was copied after his Gildas Salvianks, 
and the Miniſters of that Aﬀociation ? How diligent was Mr. 
Soubds, Ms. Allen, Mr.  adſworth, and others ? 


Iam 
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Idem pag- 27. The chief of the Congregational, are Men of 
great Worth, Learning, Sobriety, and Holineſs. 

The Anabaptift ſuch as are ſimply ſcrupulous in the point of 
Baptiſm, are reputed peaceable and holy men by them that write 
__ them ; as Mr. Baxter, Mr. Ovad. Will, and Mr. 7oſeph 
Whiſten. 

Laſtly, The Qzaker muſt have the right of Humanity ; they 
who ſcrupled ſwearing did call God to witneſs, and did proteſt 
and promiſe Loyalty and Obedience : They offered the ſecurity 
of their words and bodies to the Law when found Tranſgreſſors 
againſt the Peace - There are many things commendable in them. 

Idem p. 101. As far as my Acquaintance doth extend to the 
Nonconformſts, | muſt do them this Juſtice, that they are of a 
Loving, Healing, and Uniting Spirit. I have heard them ſpeak 
very well of good Conformiſts, and as free to acknowledge the 
Grace of God in them as in thoſe of their own perſwaſion. 

Principles and Prattice, &c. p. 28. The matters in Controver- 
fie (i.e. of Conformity) between men of confeſſedly great worth 
and goodneſs, | declare for my part, and care not who knows it, 
that 1 love with my heart a ſober and peaceable minded Noncon- 
formiſt, as much Conformiſt as Iam my ſelf, and I think him ne- 
ver the worſe man, that is ſo ; ſuppoſing I perceive him Conſci- 
eatious in other Matters, and particularly that he is not of a 
Cenſorious, Seditious and Tumultuous Spirit, but yer ſuch I would 
not hate neither, but pity, and pray for them. 

Cars peaceable Moderator, Pref. Some of the diſ-affeted to the 
Book of Common Prayers, | take to be good Chriſtians, Honeſt 
Moderate, and well meaning people, &c. Item in another place. [ 
make no Queſtion, but ſome are right honeſt Men, and truly pre- 
tend Conſcience, that they cannot ſubmit to ſuch Orders, 
to ſuch and ſuch Rites, 

Teitimony of above an 100 Non conformiſts for the Lawfulneſs of Lay- 

Communion, ſpeaking of the Nonconformiſts, thole good men, who met 
after hy Plague (having preached to the People in the time of the 
Plague. 
x * Dodwell's Letters of Holy Orders. Our Conſcientious diflent- 
iog brethren, &c. pag. 22. Their Errors themſelves are innocent 
to ſuch as are more intent on the improvement of Chriſtianity it 
ſelf, then any ſubdividing Denomination. 
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Stop to the Courſe of Separation, pag. 37. I will not deny, but that 
ſome, yea many of the Miniſters that are now laid afide, while 
they had their Miniſterial Randing in the Pariſh Churches, and 
Catholick Commanion, were profitable. | 

Memorial from the Engliſh Proteſt ants to bu preſent Majeſty, when 
Prince of Orange, pag. 28. Four of our ſucceeding Parliaments 
perceived the abuſe of theſe Penal Laws, and the miſchief thereby 
£0 conſcious Chriſtians, and declared -there intention of relieving 
them. 

Dottor Burnet Biſhop of Salisbury on Matth. 12. 25. Of the 
Diſſenters, who though in Errors, yet may be good men in the 
main, for ought we know. 

Dottor Barrow*s Sermons againſt Evil Speaking. He that loveth 
and Reverenceth God, will acknowledge and approve his Good- 
nefs in beſtowing gifts and graces to his Brethren; he will be afraid 
to difavow, or dilgrace them, that he may not rob God himſelf 
of the glory due to his Favour and Mercy. Jtem pag. 20. God is 
jealous of his Glory, and therefore cannot endure it to be abuſed 
by flurring his good gifts and graces. | 

Glanv. Cathol. Char. pag. 55. That our Brethren may be good 
men, though they underſtand not many things, in which we judge 
aright. Jrem. pag- 22. Let us then be ſo ingenuous as to own the 
vertue and goodneſs that is in all Parties and Opinions. Let us 
commend and love it. And Page 56. We ſhould converſe indiffe- 
rently with all perſwaſions, without wrangling or diſcord ; and 
exerciſe our Charity and good will towards the good men of any 
fort. This will be a means to ſweeten our Spirits, and to remove * 
the Animolities we are apt to conceive againſt the perſons of Diſ 
ſenters; and it will engage them on the other hand to a greater 
kindnels for us, and ſo leſlen our diſtance and diſagreements. | 

Dettor Ham. Catech. on Bleſſed Peace-makers, T here muſt be no 
affixing Holineſs ro Opinions, or thinking them the beſt men, 

. thatare moſt of our periyaſion. 
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Salvation for ſuch as are Faithful in the 


D 


Common Duties of Chriſtianity. 


Iſhop Andrew's Sermons, Ed. 3. Such a way ſhall there 3l- 
ways be (do all the Controverſic Writers what they can} 
a fair way agreed upon on all lides, queſtioned by none, 1 

which whoſo orders his ſteps aright, may ſee the Salvation of our 
God. Page 105. 

Biſhop Saunderſon in Serm. 9. Ad anlam, Seft. 21. It may be a 
greater comfort to every well m—_—_ Soul, that the ſimple beliet 
of thoſe certain Truths, wherein all parties are in a manner a- 
greed, may be, and ordinarily is ſufficient for the Salvation of all 
thoſe, who are fincerely careful according to that meaſure of 
Light and means which God hath wvouchſated them, to aCtuate 
their Faith with Piety, Charity, and good Works. 

Biſhep Tailors ColleRian of Diſcourſe Polem. and Moral. p. 403. He 
takes it for granted that one Heaven ſhall hold men of ſeveral O- 
pinions, and the Unity of the Faith is not deſtroyed by that which 
men call different Religions. 

rem, p. 595- Speaking of the Papiſts, they keep the Foundati- 
on, they build upon God in Jeſus Chriſt, they profebs the Apoſtles 
Creed, they retain Faith and Repentaace, as the ſupporters of all 
their hope of Heaven, and believe many more Truths than can be 

| proved to be of ſimple and original neceſſity to Salvation; and 
therefore all the wiſeſt perſonages of the adverſe party allow to 
them polkbility of Salvation, whilſt their Errors zre not Faults of 
their Wills, but weakneſſes and deceptions of their Under- 


hem. p. 713- Now thus muchalſo your ,men allow tous ; thoſe 
who Live well, and Die in a true, though but general Repentance 


of their Sins agd: Errors, even 8s, your beſt and wiſeſt 
men 
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men pronounce to be in a ſaveable Condition, (ſpoken of the Pa 
pls Charity to us.) 

Biſhop of Salisbury's Remarks on the Methods for Converting Prote- 
farts, p. 104. A Church may be atrue Church (which is a Society 
of Men, among whom are the certain means of Salvation) and yer 
be corrupted with many Errors ; and thus as long as the Church 
of Rome acknowledges the Expiation and Satisfation made by the 
Death of Chriſt, and applies it to all that truly believe, and amend 
their Lives, ſo long ſhe is a true Church ; 1o that thoſe in that 
Communion who adhere truly to that which is the great Funda- 
mental of the Chriſtian Religion, may be ſaved. 

Ar. Chillingſworth's Relrgrion of Proteſtants a ſafe way to Salvation, 
. In bu Anſwer to the Preface of Charity maintained, pag. 14. How of 

diſ-agreeing Proteſtants both parties may hope for Salvation : If 
they uſe their beſt endeavours to believe rhe Scripture in the true 
Senſe, and to live according to it, (as I hope many of all ſides do) 
it is impoſſible but they ſhould believe aright, 2nd if they perform 
the condition of ſincere Obedience, why ſhou!d they not expect 
that God will perform his promiſe, and give them Salvation ? 

Mr. Hooker's Diſcourſe of Juſtification, pag. 56. As many as 
hold the Foundation, and as it were with a ſlender Thread, al- 
though they frame many baſe and unſuitable things upon it,things 
that cannot abide the Trial of the Fire, yet they ſhall paſs the 
Fiery Trial and be ſaved. 

Crlleftion of Sermons of Mr. Samuel Ward ef Ipſwich, pag. 18. 
With God, I dare be bold to fay, there is neither Calvin nor 
Lutheran, Proteſtant nor Puritan, Cimformitan or Inconformitan ;, but 
faith and Love in Chriſt is all in all. 

Biſbop Reynold's Bretherly Agreement, pag. 15. Where one and 
the ſame ſtraight Road is kept, a ſmall difference of Paths doth 
not hinder Travellers from coming to the ſame Inn at Night: 
{Spoken with reference to the different Sets of Chriſtians who 
may yet in their ſeveral ways meet at the ſame Heaven ] 

Glanvel's Catholick Charity, pag. 35, 36. Its very true indeed 
that the way to Heaven is but one; and to walk in that, is the one 
thing : but then that is not this or that particular Path, 
but the way of an Holy Life, which may be praftiſed under very 
different Forms of Apprehenſion and Belief : The paths may be 
many in this Royal Road ; he that goes in the plaineſt and neareſt 
is in the beſt condition for pleaſure and fafety, but another that 


goes 
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goes about, or in a Rugged or uneven path, may come to the 
{ame Journeys end,though with more difficulty and danger. 

Tudge Hales Diſcourſe of Religion, pag. 33. He that fears the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, walks humbly before him, thankfully 
lays hold on the Meſſage of Redemption by Chriſt Jeſus, ſtrives to 
expreſs his Thankfulneſs by the ſincerity of his Obedience ; it he 
falls in any meaſure, is reſtleſs till he hath made his peace by true 
Repentance, &c. Such a man, whether he be an Epiſcopal or Pre:- 
byterian, or Independant, or Anabaptiſt, he hath the Life of Religion 
in him, and that Life atts in him, and will conform his Soul to 
the Image of his Saviour, and walk along with him to Eternity. 
The Quakers, take away their altected ſingularities, the men zrec as 
other men. Some indeed very ſober, honeſt, juſt and plain-heart- 
ed-men, and ſound in moſt, if not all the important Dottrines 
and Pradtices of Chriſtianity, pag. 17. 

Biſhop Wilkins Sermons, pag. 63. If a man be truly Conſcienti- 
ous and fincere in thoſe molt ſubſtantial Duties of Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace, and Joy inthe Holy Ghoſt, it is not his miſtake or failiog 
in any other leſſer things that ſhall make him uncapable of the 
Kingdom of God. Again in the ſame Sermon, we are not to 
think the worſe of others for their differences, ſo as to deſpiſe 
them, or cenſure ſuch perſons as to their Eſtates and Conditions, 
as if they were not ſincerely Religious, nor in favour with God ; 
for though they ſhould be Erroneous and miſtaken in their judg- 
ment in ſuch things, yet if their Converſations be more juſt and 
righteous than ours, if more hnmble and peaceable, they are there- 
upon to be accounted better than we are, both more acceptable of 
God, and approved of men. 

Doftor Sherlock in Religions Aſſemblies, pag. 95. Others are ſcan- 
dalized atyhe great variety of Religions, but if wiſe, -ſeeing there 
is fo much diſpute, which is the true Religion, they would uſe 
the greater diligence and honeſty to find it out 3 and hope, that 
God would pardon thoſe miſtakes which are meerly the Errors of 
their Underſtandings, when they offer unto hima pious and devout 
Soul ; that an honeſt man who is not byaſſed by Intereſt, and does 
not chuſe a falſe Religion upon a Deſign, will be accepted for his 
Sincerity and Devotion. 

Dr. Patrick's Parable of the Pilgrim, deſcribing the Safe guide to 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem, pag. 14. He bath Faith enough to ſave him- 
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felf, ard Charity enough to believe, that others may be faved, 
that ere not in all points juſt of his belief. 

Dettor Fowler's Principles and Prattices, pag. 108. Be fo charita- 
ble, as to believe well of Diſſenters from us, who lead good lives, 
are of a modeſt and peaceable deportment, and hold no Opinions, 
that direC(tly oppoſe the deſign of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Mr. Dodwell in bus Letters about Holy Orders, When you have 
reduced them to this, to practice fuch Quties, as are by all Parties 
owned eſſentially Obligatory under the State of Chriſtianity (a9 
God be praiſed) principles ſuffictent for moſt of theſe are admitted 
by all conſiderable parties, that violate the peace of Chriſtendom) 
and brought them to a carefulneſs of their ways, and a tenderneſs 
of Conſcience, and Inquiſlitiveneſs after their Duty univerſally, if 
you could nut perfirade them to aſſent to what you ſay, &c, you 
muſt be as Charitable in your judgment, as you [atiove, God will 
prove farourable in his Final Sentence, Pag. 19. and 22. 

Love and Truth in two Modeſt and Peaceable Letters from a quiet 
Conſormable Citizen of London. pag, 39. Almighty God hath appoint- 
ed me to live in an Age, in which contention increaſes, and Cha- 
rity decays: And its certain, that variety of Opinions and Con- 
troveriies in Religion declare difficulty to know them truly ; but 
my Comfort is, that there is ſo much- Religion without Contro- 
verſie, as by the true Practice of what is ſo, my Soul may be 
Loved. 
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The Conformiits Declare that the, ſeveral 
Sefts of Proteſtants are agreed in the 
Main. 


Iſhep. Jewels Defence of the Apology, pag. 749. We ſay, that 

we agree among our ſelyes touching the whole judgment and 
chief ſubſtance of Chriſtian Religion, and with one Mouth, 
and with one Spirit do worſhip God and the Father of our: Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Bana Ade, Or, King James the Firſt bis Inſlruftiont to his Son, 
We all (God be praiſed) do agree in the grounds of Religion. 

Biſhop Andrews Sermons Edit. 3. pag. 18,19. And without controver- 
fie great ts the miſtery of Godlineſs, &c, We ſee in our days, how 
men languiſh about ſome points, which they would have thouzhr 
to be great, and great Controverſies there be, and great Books of 
Controverſies about them ; yet Bleſſed be God, that hath left us 
ſome Miſteries clear and withont controverſie; this here a Miſte- 
; ry, a great one (Religion hath no greater) yet manifeſt, ard 
6 Confeſſo with all Chriſtians. A way of peace then there ihall be in 
: the midſt of a World of Controverſies, in which way of peac: 

even all parts ſhall agree. 

Bijhop William Barlow #n hu Defence of the Articles of the Prete- 
ſtant Religion againit eg and Articles. Objefting the irrecon- 
cileable | berween the Proteſtants of the Church of England, and 
the Puritazs in the Eſſential points of Faith, Anſwereth, pag, 20. 
or 21. The]Jars between us, though unkind, yet not in this kind, 
only for Ceremonies External, no points Subſtantial. 

Dottor Crakanthorp in his Defenſio Eccl. Anglican, chap. 33. 
Set. 15, Puritanum, qui Hereticus fit, tu, opinor, in Anglia ne- 
minem unquam conſpexiſti : cum illis, quos tu puritanos vocas,non 
eſt nobis de fide at fidei Dogmarelis ulla ; de Ritibus illi & Diſci- 
plina Eccleſiz noſtrz contendunt ;, ln fide confenſus, in Ritibus ſo- 
lum & Diſciplina diflentimus. 

Biſhop George Carlton's Anſwer ro Montagues Appeal, firſt Edi. 
pr: 5. It was then [in Qu. Ez. Reign] the open Confeſſion 

th of the Biſhops and of the Parirans that both parts embraced 
a mutual conſent in Doftrine, only the difference was in matters 
of Inconformity, Pag. 78. To that paſſage in Montagues Appeal. 
Pag. 28. Juſt your Puritan Dottrine. He Anſwers, A Puritan Do- 
Arine is a ſtrange thing, becauſe it hath been confeſſed on both 
ſides, that proteſtants and and puritans have held the ſame Do- 
Arines withoat variance : What is your end in this, but to make 
Diviſions where there were none ? 

Biſhop Hall's Apol. againſt the Brownſts Edit. 1610. Seft. 56. pap. 
138. . So hath their (5.e. Nonconformiſts) Moderation oppoſed 
ſome Appendancies, that they have both acknowledged and de- 
fended the ſubſtance with equal vehemence to your oppoſition. 

Hooker's Eccleſ. Polity, L. 3. Seft. ti. With Rome we do not 
communicate, concerning ſundry her groſs and grievous abomina«- 

D tions ; 
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tions; yet touching thoſe main parts of Chriſtian Truths, where- 
in they conſtantly —_— we gladly acknowledge them to be 
of the Family of Jeſus Chriſt; and our hearty prayer to Almighty 
God is, that bcing corjoyncd fo far forth with them, they may 
at length (if it be his Will) fo yicld and reform themſelyes, that 
no diſtrattion remain in any thing, but that we may all with one 
heart and voice glorifie God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe Church we are. 

Ayr. Hierons Sermens, pag, 50. - God be praiſed, the Founda- 
tion of Religion is on both ſides held and tavght lincerely, 

Alr. Sprints Cafſand. Anglicanum, Epiſt. to the Reader, In the 
Foundation we all agree, Time and Day will try the Hay and 
Stubble from the Gold and Silver, 1 Cor. 3 11, 12. Gc. 

Air. Vertnes Plea for Peace;, pag. 44+ The differences among us 
are only in ſuperſtrutures and leſs principal Truths, whileſt in 
the Main and Fundamental points of our Religion we have (God 
be thanked) a firm Concord, as may appear by the Harmony of 
Confcſſions. | 

Dettor Featly his Roma ruens ;, par. 22. Differences among us 
in Matters of Faith neceſſary to Salvation there are not ; our Con- 
troverſies are de Fimbrisr, non de Texta, of the Lace and Fringe.of 
Ceremonies. ; 

Atr. Pygots Sermon, 2 Sam. 2. 26. pag. 46, When the Goſpel 
of Truth hath been preached amcngſt us now upwards Fourſcore 
vears, do we ſtick at Plates Queſtion, Whats i Truth ? Tobn, 18.38. 
Beloved, for the ſubſtance ot our Religion, I fay with St. Paul; 
lf an Angel from Heaven hall preach any, ather Goſpel, ot diſcover 
4ny other [Fundamental] Truths to us, ther what we have received, 
er him be accurſed. And if this unhappy difference be about Cir- 
camitances and Ceremonies, God grant that whilſt we are ſocar- 
reſt in contention about niceties and ſhadows we do not loſe ithe 
Sul: ance- | 1229 11 4] 

Glanvel's Catb. Charny, pag. 2. It's very ſtrange, that Chriſti- 
ans ſhould be fo at odds, whoſe Religion 15. Peace and Love, and 
the reaſons of whoſe Differences are ſo ſmall in proportion to the 
tezree of their Animoſities :--Our God is one, and we have the ane 
common Saviour, we profeſs one Goſpd,and believe the fame Creeds, 
we have the farye Sacraments, and the fame Funtlamental Ordi- 
nances, and ſince we are agreed in theſe, what is there left, that 
4 worth the heat of a Diſpute ? 6 ph 
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Dr .Stillingfleet Dean of St. Panls Epiſt. Dedic. before the Mic hief 
of Separation : That there is an Agreement in Do&trice and thc 
jubſtantial parts of Worſhip is acknowledged in our Cafe, Ard 
paz. 13- The people apprehend the differences to be much ercater 
than the Teachers will allow, when they are put to declare their 
Minds; and our common Enemies take as much advantages from 
our differences, as if they were really far greiter than they are. 

Conformiſti Plea for the Non conformuſts, Part 3. per. Ty. Indood 
the Separation with which the Nonconformiſts are charged i 
as Separation from a Church, bur as Separation in a Chiirch, tui- 
damer:tally and eſſentially the ſame, but differing in Modes ard 
Accidents, which muſt needs be the lowe't kind of differcnco £, Eo 
the Conformiſts and Now conformiſts are all one in Chrit*, 2»r-0 
ing in all the parts of Chriſtian Catholich Communion with 1. 

Myr. Kidder*s Serm. en 1 Pet. 2.11, The things in which we all © 
gree,theſe things are many, ard of great weizhr ; what we ditier a 
bout bears no proportion to thole things, which we areavreed in, 

Mr. Hancock's Sermon on Lit. 19. 42. pas. 21, 25. The Mor- 
tification' of our Luſt ard Paſſion, living a lite'of Spiritual Purity, 
and 'Derotion, Selt-dcnial and Mecknefs, luſtice and Chority, 
Peaceableneſs and Patiguce, Sobriety ard Chaltity, and a trufticn 
in the Merits of Chriſt for pardon of or Sivs, and acceptance ot 
our imperfect Righteouſneſs, theſe are the ſubſantisls of oor Re- 
ligion. about which all wife and good men are Agreed, however 
we ditter about other Matters. 

Difference of Caſe berween Separation of Proteſtants /r0m Rome, and 
the Separation of Diſſemers, pag. 69. As for the Diſieaters, methinks 
it ſhould not be hard to diſlwade the moſt of them trom breaking 
the Communtan of the Church, any longer with which they agree 
in the SubſtarTceof Faith and Worſhip. 

Ar. \Wake's Sermon on Rom. 15. 5, 6, 7. pas. '6, 17, Our diffe- 
rences do not at all concern the Foundations either of Faith or 
Worſkip'; and are therefore ſach in which good men, it they be 
otherwiſe diligentand fincere in their enquiry, may diifer without 
any prejudicetoithemiclves, or any/juſt refle&tion upon the truth 
of their commprproteſſion. | 

To conclude this Head. Ziſh. Reynold's Br Reconcil. p. 7, Why 
ſhould not the many Truths wherein we'agree teach us to join in 
Love,.which isa Chriſtian Duty, rather than the few opinions in 
which we diſagree-cauſe breach in aftetion, which at beſt is but an 
human Infirmity. D 2 1 hat 
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That the Creed contains all Truths neceſſary 
to Salvation. 


N the Common Prayer at the Viſitation of the Sick, the Miniſter by 
1 the Churches order,ſaith thus to the Sick; 1 ſhall rehearſe to 
you the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, that you may know whe- 
ther. you do beleive as a Chriſtian man ſhould or ng. And ſo Biſhop 
Tailor on the Credenda in the Holy Catholick, Church, The Creed, 
v hich whoſoever beleives,is a Catholick and a Chriſtian;but he that 
beleiveth it not is neither. /» Baptiſm according to the Church 
England, The queſtion put to the perſon to be baptized, doſt 
thou beleive in God the Father ? and fo to theend of the Creed : 
And will thou be Baptized into this Faith? And in the Church Ca- 
'cchiſm, That in our Vow at Baptiſm we promiſed to believe all 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; And in the beginning of the 
Rejormaticn, it was agreed upon, that the Biſhops and Preachers 
ought to inſtruCt the people according to the Scripture, the Three 
Creeds, and the four firſt General Councels. The Fathers are 
cited by the Reverend Biſhops in teſtimony that the Creed con- 
tains all Truths neceſſary to Salvation z as by Arch-Biſhop Laud, 
againſt Fiſher, Biſhop T aylors Duttor Dub, and Biſhop Brambal eſpe- 
cially -Tertullian, Clemens Romanus, Ambroſe, Auguſtine, &c. who 
made the Creed to be the only ſtanding immoveable, and irreform- 
able Rule of Faith; the ſum of the whole Catholick Faith ; the 
Key of the Chriſtian Faith ; the rule and ſquare of the Apoſtical 
Sermons, (4. e. after the making of itz) wherein the Apoſtles 
have collefted into one breviary all the points of the Catholick 
Faith, which are diffuſed throughout all the Scriptures. The 
Creed is one perfed colleftion and fum, plain, ſhort and full, that 
the plainneſs might help the weakneſs of the Hearers, the ſhort- 
nels their Memory, the Fulnefs their InſtruQion. 
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The General Conncel of Epheſus, did forbid all men to exa@t any 
more of a Chriſtian at his Baptiſmal profeſſion: and again the 
ſame Councel, That it ſhould be Jawful for no man to publiſh or cem- 
poſe another Faith or Creed, then that which was defined by the 
Nicene Councel, and that whoſoever ſhould dare to compole, or 
offer any ſuch to any perſons willing to be converted from Paga- 
niſm, Judaiſm, or Herelie, if they ſhould be Biſhops, or Clet gy- 
men, ſhould be depoſed, if Lay-men, Anathemartiſed, z. e. Ac- 
curſed with Excommunication. It was the Univerſal practice of 
the Primitive Church , Crediſne at Baptiſm? On Palm-Sunday, 
the Chriſtian converts from Heatheniſm, as yet under Catcchizing, 
petitioned for Baptiſm; and from that day forward had ſome 
alſigned to expound the Creed unto them, whereof they were to 
make ſolemn profeſlionat Bapriim, 

All the Divines of the Reformed Church confeſſedly and rvenerally 
own this Truth, that the Creed contains all Truths necellary to 
Salvation. 

Biſhop Halls Works, p. 647. *Tis not Caſſander's Speech only, 
but every wiſe and honeſt man's, the Creed is the common cogni- 
zance of our Faith ; ſurely, faith he, Theodorer, when he would 
allay the bitter contentions of thoſe antient Chriſtians of Anti- 
ech, writes thus, both parts made one and the fame confeſhon of 
their Faith ; for both maintained the Creed of the Nicene Coun- 
cel, and blames the Romaniſts, that the confeſſion of the fame 
Creed is not ſufficient with them for peace. Jrem Reſolution of Pra- 
Hical Caſes of Conſcience, Caſe F. Dec. 3 d. If there were not ſome 
ſpecial Truths, the belief whereof makes and diſtinguiſhes a Chri- 
ſtian, the authors of the Creed Apoſtolick, beſides the other 
ſymbols received anciently in the Church, were much deceived in 
their aim. 

Dottor Potters Anſwer to Charity Miſtaken, p. 222. How can it 
be neceſſary for any Chriſtian to have more in his Creed, than the 
Apoſtles had in the Church of their time ; way the Church of after 
ages make the way to Heaven narrower, than our Saviour left ir, 
&c. The Apoſtles profeſs, they reveated to the Church the whole 
Councel of God, keeping back nothing needful for our Salvation ; 
What-Tyranty then is it to impoſe any new matters on the Faith 
of Chriſtians, eſpecially as the late Popes have done, under that 
high commanding Form, Qi non crediderit, amt fecerit, damna- 


batur, 
Biſhop 
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Bil-ay Tailor Coll. of Diſtawſer,p. 524+ It za ſtrange Boldneſs in 
the Church of Rome, firſt tq add Twelve new Articles to the A+-1 
poltles Creed, and then to add the appendix:of _Athanapw:; this.) 
is the Catholick Faith, withott which poman-can be ſaved. For 
| demand, Can any man fay andjuſtite, that the Apoſtles did deny 
Communion to any man, that believed the Apoſtles Creed, and 
lived a good Life ? Let them remember Pope Pelagizs, who when 
the Biſhops of ria deſerted his Communion in cauſa trimm C apis 
—_ he gave them an account” of his Faithby recitation of rhe 

Creed, and by atreſting the Four General Councels, and is confi- 
Cent upon this, that de fide; firmitate nulla paterit efſe queſtia, vel ſu- 
Jpicro generars. 

Bijbop Uſher, '/n theſe Propoſitions, which withont all: controver- 
lie are univerſally received in the whe Chriltiacs World, [ e. 
Articics of the Creed] fo much- Truth: is contained as beiag joyied 
with an holy obedience, may be ſufficient to bring a man unto 
Everlaſting Salvation ; and that as many as walk according to this 
Rule, peace ſhall be upon them. _ Upon which faith Deottor Chil 
lingworth, this is 2 great and. as good ar Ttuth, and: as REY | 
tor theſe miſerable Times, ia5can be uttered: 

Hookers Leclef, Polit. p. 266, We have received from the Apo- 
tics of our Lord Jeſs Chriſt that brief confeſſion of Faith, which 
h:th been always a badge of the Church, a mark whereby to dit- 
cern Chriſtian men from Iufidels and Jews. + 

Ir. Hamino 114d of Schi,ms Pp. 58. Calls the Creed the Apoſtolick 
badge or maik, A rc<era! or token of the Apoltles having'planted* 
the Faith in any Church, the known ſummary ot that beleif 
which had been received'trom the Apoſtles, p. 21 1. It cannot be 
: atiirmed of all the Articles of the Creed, that they are thus ab- 
| lolately neceſiary, (7. e. that no man can be imagivncd to.Reform 
his Life, fo as to be acceptable to God, but he to whom every on: 
0: thoſe Articles has been 1atelligibly revealed ; ) tor asto many 
plain vet pious Chriſtians, its not certain that can be affirmed. 

Biſhop Tailor Gb of diſc. p. 536. The Religion of Jeſas Chriſt 
!s the Form of found Dottrines, ſet down in Scripture; ſeparated 
as to the Queſtion of neceflary;. or.not neceflary, by the ſyrhbolof” 

he Apoſties,, /rem p. 497. Now if more were neceflas*; than'the- 
Articles of the Creed, 1 dem#1d,cwby was'it made the charatte- 
riſtick note of a Chriſtian from-an -Heretick,- Jew or an Infidet ? 
or to what purpole was it compoled 7 or if this were intended'av* 
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ſyſkcient, did the Apoſtles or thoſe'Churches which they ſound- 
ed know any thing elſe to be neceſſ#ry ? 

- Biſhop Sparrows Rationale upon the Common Prayer, p. 50. In the 
time of the Ray at 7eruſa/em, they agreed npon this Creed as a 
Rule of Faith, according to-rhe Analogy of which they and all 
others ſhould teach; and as a word of diftintion, by which they 
ſhould know Friend from Foes ;, for as the Gleadits by the word 
Shibboleth, Judges 12. 6. Ce, So the Apoſtles and the Church 
fhould know whe were right believers, who falſe, by this word of 
Faith : for all that walked according to this Role, and Profefſedt 
this Faith, ſhe acknowledged for hers, and gave them her peace; 
but all others that went contrary to this Rule and Word, the ac- 
counted enemies, (Tertull. de preſcriptione) 2nd 122d by falſe Spi- 
rits, #51 Jobiig 6. Mem, a Chriſtian evidences to the Church his 
ſound belerf, by expreſly repeating the Creed, and every particr 
lar thereof, which is, and always hath been accounted the mark 
and charatter, whereby to diſtinguiſh a truce belciver from an 
Heretick or Inhdel. 

Judge Hales diſconrſe of Rehigion, p. 4. The Credenda or things 
to be known, or b2lcived, are but few, and intelligible, bricfy 
delivered in that firhmary of Chriſtian Religion, uſtally callc 
the Apoſtles Creed ; and in brief the Baptiſmal Covenant, as it 
ts contained in the Liturgy,and Explanation thereof in the Church 
Catechiſm, [s. e. by the Covenant Mercies and Covenant-dutie<] 
tozether with the precepts of the Decalogue, contain in effect 
the fammary, ar brief Epitorhe of our Chriſtian dry. 

Cars peaceab'e Acder. p. 43. The Creed is a ſhort Abridgment 
and Epitome of the Apoſtles Dofrine which they received trom 
Chriſt our Saviour, and delivered to vs in the New Teſtament, 
the Rule of our Faith, Touch-ſtone of Truth, the pith and fih- 
ſtance of our Chriſtian Relipion,the very badge and cornizence of 
a Chriſtian, whereby he is not only known trom Payans, 'but 2lfo 
diſtinguiſhed from Heretick<. 

Buſhop Pearſon, The Creed without controverſic is a brief com- 
prchenſion of the objeRts of our Chriſtian Foith, and is generally 
caken to contain all things neceffary to be beleived, in pref. ro brs 
Expoſition on the Apoitles Creed. 

Glanvell's Cathelick Charity p. 30. The Fundamentals of belief 
are few and plain; for certainly the Divine goodneſs would nor 
lay our Eternal intereſt in difficultics and woltitudes , things 
2rd 
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hard to be underſtood, and retain'd. Jrem, Agreement of Reaſon 
and Religion, paz. 5. In the Creed are all the Fundamentals of 
Religion, and though our Church require our Aſſent (Miniſters he 
meaus) to more propoſitions, yet thoſe are only Articles of Com- 
munion, not Dottrines abſolutely neceſlary to Salvation : And if 
we go beyond the Creed for Eſſentials of Faith, who can tell where 
we {hall ſtop ? 

oFtor Tillotſon. I donbt not, but that the belief of the An- 
cient Creed, provided we entertain nothing, that is deſtruftive 
of it, together with a good Life will certainly fave a Man. 

True ſtate of the Primitive Church ; Part Firſt. That which we 
commonly call the Apoſtles Creed, if it were not compoſed by 
them, yet certainly by Primitive and Apoſtolick men, and pro- 
poſed as the ſum of Chriſtian Faith, the ſum total neceſlary to Sal- 
vation. lt cannot be ſuppoſed, that they left out any thing which 
they thought necellary to Salvation ; they might as well have o- 
mitted half, or all. 

Dry. Steward's Englands Caſe, pag. 209, In our Reformation 
we ſtill adhering unto the Three Creeds, which are the Eaith of 
the Church Catholick. 

Ay. Hancock's Sermon on Luk, 19. 42. pag-26. To the Honour 
of the Church of England let ir be ſaid, whatſoever is impoſed on 
us as neceſſary to the Salvation of all men, is contained in the A- 
poltles Creed. This is the Faith of the firſt and beſt times of Chri- 
ſtianiry ; the Faith into which we are Baptized, and the Belief of 
this Creed hath a direCt influence on our Chriſtian praftice, which 
is the great buſineſs of Religion. 

Biſhop Sanderſon in his nine Caſes of Conſcience, pag 8. Whoſoever 
well conſiders, may reſt ſatisfied in his judgment and conſcience, 
that the Faith profeſſed and taught in the Church of England, is 
a plain and ſafe way to lead a Chriſtian Believer to Eternal Salva- 
tion, if he withal lead his life and converſation anſwerable there- 
unto. 

Dr. Barrow*s Diſgourſe of the Unity of the Church annexed to his 
Treatiſe ag ainft the Popes Supremacy. In regard to this Union of 
Faith, among Chriſtians, the Body of Chriſtians adhering to it, 
was called the Catholick Church, from which all thoſe wereeſteemed 
Ipſo fatto, to be cut off and ſeparated, who in any point deſerted 
that Faith, pag- 9. 


Conformiſt; 


K+, 


( 21) 


_ ———— 


Conformiſts not forward in Cenſuring any 
as guilty of Heretical. and Danmable 


Errors, 


Omily of Contention, Firſt Part. May help with other Cita- 
tions to explain the Hereticalneſs of an Error. He that is 
faulry let him rather amend, than defend that which he hath ſpo- 
ken a miſs, leaſt he fall by contention from a fooliſh Error into an 
ies Jewels D f. of Apol. For juſt proof of Hereſie 
4 wel's Def. page 46. For juſt proof © 
three things OED required., 1- That it be an Error. 
2. That it be an Ercor againſt the Truth of Gods Word; for 0- 
therwiſe every Error maketh not an Hereſfie. 3. That it be ſtout- 
ly and wilfully maiotained ; otherwiſe an Error in Gods Truth 
without wilful maintainance is not an Herefie. St. Auguſtine faith, 
Errare poſſum Hereticua eſſe non poſſum. Item p. 67. The Catholick 
Fathers and Biſhops made no doubt but our Religion might be pro- 
ved out of the Scriptures; neither were they ever ſo hardy to take 
any for an Heretick, whoſe Error could not evidently and appa- 
rently be reproved by the ſelf-ſame Scriptures. 

Biſhop Andrews cited in Appendix to the third Part of the Friendly 
Debate. Let but obſtinacy and perverſenes be wanting, it will be 
no Hereſie ; and if it be Hereſie, being about a point not of Faith 
but of Diſcipline, [whether Epiſcopacy be a diſtin&t order from 
Presbitery] it will not be among thoſe things which St. Perer calls 
Damnable Hereſies. 

Biſhop Hall's Reſolmtions of divers Caſes of Conſcience, Dec; 3. Caſe 
5- Whoſoever ſhall wilfully impugne any of the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, refuſe to acknowledge and receive the Sacraments 
—_— inſtituted by Chriſt, comes withia the verge of Hereſie : 

ilfully I fay ; for meer _ makes not an Herelie ; It = - 
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ſimplicity, or groſs Ignorance a man ſhall take upon him to main- 

tain a contradiCtion to a point of Faith, being ready to repent 

upon better light, he may not be thus Branded : Eviction and 
ntumacy mult improve his Errof to be Heretical. 

Biſhop Bramhall*s Juſt Vindication of rhe Church of England, pag. 
25. A man may render himſelf guilty of Heretical pravity, 1. By 
diſ-believing any Fradamental Article of Faith, and neceſſary part 
of ſaving Truth, &c. 2. By believing any Superſtitious Errors 
er Additiogs, which dd, vertually and by neceſſary and evident 
conſequences ſubvert the Fafth, and \_ overthrow fundamental 
Truths. 3- By maintaining leſſer Errors obſtinately after ſuffici- 
ent Conviction, &c. But becauſe that conſequence, which ſeems 
clear and neceſſary to one man, may ſeem weak to another; and 
becauſe we cannot penetrate infothe hearrs of men; to judge whe- 
ther _—_ obſtinate, or do implicitely/ and in the ' preparation 
of their Mind believe the Troth, its -g0o# 26 be ſparing and 're- 
ferved\in Cenfurivg Hereticks for Obſtinacy. 

Biſbep. T ailor's Collettion of Diſcourſes,pag.117. When I reckon- 
ed Obftinacy among thoſe _ which. make a falſe opinion Cri- 
minal, there- is an obſtinacy of the will, which is i highly 
gvikty of Mifdemeariorz and when the School makespertinacy or 
obſtinacy to be the Formality of Hereſie' they ſay not true at all, 
enlefs it be meant the obſtinzcy of the Will, or Choice. The A- 
dequate and perfet formality of Hereſie is whatſoever makes the 
Error voluntary or vitions, as is Clear in _ pre Perry, 
Covetonſneſs, Pride, and Luft, and Whatſoever is vitious to 
itscaufes : but thereis alfo #n Obſtinacy (you mag call it) but in- 
deed, is nothing but a refolotion' and a confirmation of Under- 
ſtanding, which is not in a mans power honeſtly to alter; and it 
is not all the commands of Humanity, that can be A ts fuf- 
ficient to make a man leayebelieying that for which he' thinks he 
—= reaſon,for which he hath foach Arguments 'ﬆs heartilyconvince 

m. ' | wits 

Trem. par. 417. It is very hard to be diſcerned, becauſe thoſe 
accidental and Inherent Crimes, which make a man an Heretick 
_ in Queſtions rot ſimply Fundamental, or of neceſſary practice, are 
ations © Internal, and Spiritnal, thateogn?trancotan but b{dom 
be taken of them. My CESUISY ef.4164 BIN 

Dy. William's Trath, vag. 32. Becauſe +5\is a fin fo fearful to 
perſiſt malicionſly and obſtinately in aknown Herdlie,- and __ 
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of mine own Ignorance of Mens hearts what their thonghts be, 
how far their: knowtedge reacheth,- or how much their gry a 
vaileth with-them; Tdare-not befo bold as io/\nþ-thoughes to | 
fin Id gricveus'toany mans Chi 

Glanvil's Cath. Charity. Ityvery woe; that Error many times «is 
occalioned by-a corroptByas iythe Will and Afﬀections : but -then, 
ifour Erring Brother -be fincere in other matters, we are not to 
conclude,-\thet his noderftanding/ & his way corrypres, and we 


caniſarce be cert#hioFit hh 
«1 Dofogn of CliroſMi x$2.01 Wound Ne kowowtethir wo 


Embrace -a#-the 4. of Chriſtianity, and'are guilty of 
no Damnable nd CET Errors? Examine we 6ur ſelves, are 


we lincerely 7 eo pe = al binge d, and hear- 
tily endeavour © he reſt dy pk Seri 
_ in order bo beteceſn | $f"68r y 


-&c.? This obedient temper is the moſt infallible _ —— an Or- 
thodox man ; ſuch an one though he may err, cannot be an 


Heretick. 
Dy. Hammond of Schiſm, pag. 24. How light and C—_ 


ble (and extrinſecal tothe Foundatien) ſever the Error: 
'ts bez yer if ther gee y locke. As 


wp} 
nſt 1 and conviction r z neither light 
uy incookiderabte, nor _ x Ca: _ 


Hooker's Diſcourſe of Tuſtification, pag pag FA rtakers 
of the _ _ = ___ of the ke of the a, of Kome, 
Put a diff erence,. [ſaith St. Fude)] have compaſſion. ugen ſome... Shall we 
lay up all i -w one Condition ? Shafl 'we caſt thetn all Headlorls ? 
Shall we plunge ge them aH into that iffernal Everlaſting Flanting 
Lake ? Them that have been artakers of the Errors of Babylo: 
her with, which ate" it Z#erefit?” Them that have been 
Authours of Hereſfe with them that y hy and Violence have 
been forced to receiveit? They who Tauphr it; with them 
whoſe ſimplicity_hath by fleight and colrvefanres of falfe Teachers 
hoy ſeduced to blieve ir ? The) which have been partakers'in 


A nant h have bom beret Them 
any erred ie WHEN i 
obj .64 Co < ESntcring wal th and Jot wen, 


how man Saints, how many >. "xy Araioong peut 'Farhers 

of the Church have had there ſundry perilons opinions, ( and St. 

Anguftine faith of himſelf, Errave poſſmm,” Ferericus effe 'nol+; except 
E 3 


we 
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we puta difference between them that Err,and obſtinately perſiſt in 
Errorghow is it poſlible that eyer any man ſhould hope to be ſaved ? 

; Ar. Chillingworth chap. 1- Set. 13. The intended fence of 
Scripture is not fo fully declared in points not neceſſary, but that 
they which oppoſe it, may verily believe, that they indeed main- 
tain it, and have great ſhew of a to induce them to believe 
ſo; and therefore are not to be Damned, as men oppoſing that 
which they know ,to be a Truth delivered in Scripture, or 
have no probable Reaſons to believe the contrary ; but rather in 
Charity to be acquitted and abſolved, as men, who endeavour to 
find the Truth, but fail of it, through Humane Frailty. Jem 
chap. 3. Se. 19. He oppoſeth not that, which he doth know to 
be true, but only that you know to be ſo, and which he might 
know, were he void of prejudice, which is a Fault, I confeſs, but 
2 fault incident to good and honeſt men very often. 
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That none are to be ſbut out of the Church, 
_ and denied Communion for Leſſer Sins 
and Errors. - * p 


Iſhop Tailors Duttor Dubitantizam. In what caſe is Excommuni- 
B cation to be inflicted ? Ichuſe to give it in the words of the 
Fathers, becauſe there is in this caſe Reaſon and Authority too.. 
rt. Unleſs the offence be eyident, no man muſt be excommunicated, 
ſays Origen, [agreeably Hooker Eccl. Pol. pag. 408. As for Iniquity 
and Sins it lieth many times hid ; and we be all offenders, 
it becometh us, not to enclice towards hard and ſevere ſentences 
touching others,unleſs vpon notorious wickedneſs.) 2. None but 


Ccator gravis & ſcandaloſm : Why ſho 1an procecd to violent, 
cn when a gentle applicati vi poke the care? 2 re- 
fore.the Fathers in the Council of Warms in Can, 2: Decreed ; x ulns 
Sacerdnum, &c. no Prieſt ſhall excemmunicate any man ſound in 
the Faith, for ſmall and light cauſes, but only for ſome very grie- 
Yaous faulty according to the practice of the Fathers. St. Leo » 

. * the 
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the 93. Epift. forbade, Let not the Communion be eaſily or light] 
denied _—_ Chriſtian, nor 2t the pleaſure of every angry Prieſt 
It was a worthy cauſe of complaint in St. Leo, to conlider, that 
this evil was done for 10 little things; and therefore if the 
Church do Excommunicate him, whoſe Attions or Words though 
faulty, yet can conſiſt with the ſtate of a good man, and do not 
deſtroy the Love of God, the Cenſure was too heavy as to the 
External, and falſe as to the Internal Communion. For the man 
is not fallen from God, but doth communicate with the head, and 
continue to receive of the Spirit of Chriſt. 3. Neither is this 
ſufficient 3 a ſcandalous ſin alune is not enough : for Excommuni- 
cation is the laſt remedy : Ommia prixs tentands. When nothing 
ele will do it, theo is this to be uſed for his amendment. 

Biſhop Uſher's Direttions concerning Liturgy ,, and Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment. That none might be excommunicated but by the Biſhop 
himſelf, with the conſent of the Paſtor, in thoſe Pariſhes the De- 
linquent dwells; and that for heinous and ſcandalous Crimes, 
joyned with obſtinacy and wilful contempt. 1dem /n his Body of 


Dromty. | 

Biſhop ' Pearſon on the Creed, pag. 350. By great and ſcandalous 
offences, by incorrigible miſ-demeanors we my incur the Cenſure 
of the Church of God ; and while we are ſhut out thence, we 
ſtanchexcluded out of Heaven. 

hem Deftor More's Maſtery of Godlineſs, 14. chap. That none are 
to be excluded from Communion that profeſs the belief of the Ho- 
ly Scripture, and the Creed, unleſs they ſand guilty for ſome 
groſs and ſcandalous fins, and do perſiſt therein impeaitent and un- 
reclaim d. 

Jrem, The Judgment of the Church being nothing elſe, but an 
effettive and terrible Declaration of the Judgment of God, muſt 
not be exterminating and Final, for things of little concernment, 
but according to the Mercy which we hope for : Again, If the 
Church kills on Earth (z, e. Excommunicates) and God faves in 
Heaven, its clear, ſhe hath not uſed her power aright ; Whoever 
deſerves Excommunication, deſer ves Damnation, pag- 5 39. in Col- 
leftion of Diſcourſe Polemical and Moral. 

Jn the Commination. The perſons coming under the Diſcipline of 
the Church, ſad tobe ſuch,as ſtood convitt of Notorious Sin.., And 
further, the Wrath of God which obſtinare. ſinners through the 


ſtubboraneG of their Hearts have heaped unto themſelves, _ 
eſpi- 


. (26) 

deſpiſed the Goodneſs, Patience, and Long-ſfufferance of God,: 
when he called them continually to 'Repeiifance, &e. Andithe 
Curſe; therein are denvionced againſt rv of dg EvilTivers; -/ -| 
- Artick 33. 'of the Church © England. © That perfor; which by 
6pen denonciation of the Church, is rightly cat off that is Excom- 
municate, &c. On which Mr. Rogers Expoſitiori reckons two ſorts 
of men to be rightly Excommunicated, whereof the one pervert 
the found Doctrine of the Trath, as dif- Hymevens 'and ' Philetus 
the RefurreQion ; the other ſort, ſuch ay be defiled with notori- 
ous wickedneſs. 1D -033387 01 

Biſh:y Jewel's Defence of the Apol. pay. 149. The Miniſter, we 
ſay, ſhutteth up the gate of the Kingdom of Heaven ps un- 
believing and ſtubborn perſons, denonncing tmto them Gods Ven- 
peance and Everlaſting puniſhment ; or etfe quite ſhuttang them 
out of the Boſom of the Charch-by-open Excommunication. 

trem pag. 146. That the wicked and wiltul, and fach as would 
not believe, &c. - /tem. Reply ro Harding, pag. 32. Perſons Ex- 
commnnicate upon great and notorious Crimes could not be ſuffer- 
ed to communicate with the reſt of the Faithful. Jcem. pag. 88. 
The apparent wicked and ungodly were removed from the Con- 
yregation. 

Y Biſhop Andrew's Latter Sermons, pag. 32. It hath ever been held 

ood Divinity that the Church from Chriſt received power to cen- 
fire and ſeparate wilful offenders. tem pag. 5 5- nag of the 
ſamepower given to Edification and not to Deſtruftion, 1 ſay not 
firſt and' principally to Deftrattion, nor of any ſave only of the 
wilful and impenirent Sinner. 

[tem Biſbop Andrew's Sermons, Edit. 3. pag 727. Thenis not eve- 
ry Error repugnant to Gods Grace. is able to pardon, and 
not impute Error in Optnion, as well as Error in PreCtice; did not 
the High Prieſt offer as well for the Errors, as the Tranſpreſſions 
of the people? This only we are to look to, that with St; Peter 
we be not wilful; if there come a clear comers as ready to relent in 
the one, as to repent of the other. . 

Archbifbep Laud cited in Dr, Puller”s Muderation of the Church of 
England, pag. 391-. The Church of England is not ſich a ſhrew to 
her children, as to deny her Blefſing, or denounce an Anathema 
againſt them, it ſome peaceably diſſent in Points remoter from the 


Foundation. 
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Bey Davenant's Lettey ro Durzus. The Apoſtles Creed, faith 
he, and the Articles therein contzined he that believeth, and en- 
deavours to lead a Life conformable to the commands of Chriſt, 
is not to be blotted out of the Roul of Chriſtians, nor expelled 
from Communion with other Members of any Chriſtian Church 
whatſoever, /rem. That Church doth too much pleaſe it ſelf, 
which rejects others (in which neither Tyranny, nor Idolatry, 
nor Deadly Hereſie is found) as men unworthy of Communion 
with her, tor ſome lafirmicy.of Underſtanding : the Fathers of the 
Ancient Church did not fo. | 

Why ſhould men be more rigid than God ? Why ſhould any 
Error exclude any man from the Churches communion, which will 
not deprive him of Eternal Salvation ? Dy. Chill. chap. 4. Set. 
40. of hs Book, 

Dottor Chillingw. chap: 4- Se. 13. What Man or Church be- 
lieves the Creed, and all the evident conſequences of it, if alſo he 
believe the Scripture ſincerely and heartily, cannot poſſibly be in 
any Error of fimple belief offenſive unto God, nor deſerve for any 
ſuch Error to be deprived of his Life, or cut off from the Churches 
communion, and hope of Salvation. 

Sir Francis Bacon.. In his Advertiſement of the controverſies 
of the Church of England, and of his works, page 139, pat. 192. 
Of the abuſe of Excommunication, vide &c. 

Hooker s Diſcourſe of Juſtification, pag. 54. If was a perilous Er- 
ror' that the Galarrmens held about Juftification, yet fo far was St. 
Pal from triking their Names out of Chriſt's Book, that he com- 
mandeth others to receive them [z. ce. to have communion with 
them) with ſingular Humanity, uſe them as Brethren. : he knew 
mans imbecility, had a feeling of our blindne6, which are Mortal 
Mcn, how great it 1s- | 

T be Judgment of the Profeſſars of Divinity in the Univerſuy of Aber- 
deen, mentioned pag. 707, « not unſuitable to this Subjett.” That the 
condition of that Church is worſe, and incomparably more la- 
mentable; that is fo ſwelled and puft up with the ſplendour of its 
Golden Edifice upon the Foundation, or of its Orthodoxy, that 
negleting Charity and Equanimity, and trampling on the 
Law of Chriſt, faſtidiouſly rejects, 2nd* Anathematizeth other 
Churches, Orthodox in the Foundation, and willing to maintain 
place with it, than is the condition of thoſe Churches, who, 
though they are infirm in Faith, infesiour in knowledge, ——_ 
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hold in the Foundation, maintain inviolable Charity,and after the 
Example of Bleſſed Cyprian, do neither judge nor ſeparate from 
Communion, thoſe who think Otherwiſe than themſelves. 

Dr. Caſaubon's Neceſſity of Reformation, pag. 142+ cited by Dy. 
Puller”s Moderation &c. pag. 436. Were there nothing elſe objett- 
ed to Papiſts but tlfis one thing, their uncharitable proſcribing and 
Excommunicating all Chriſtians, in all parts of the World [as in 
the Council of Trent impoling her Doftrines which were but diſpu- 
table before, to be de Ks with an Anathema to ſuch as thought 
of them otherwiſe] who are not of their Communion, and oblig- 
ing all that adhere unto them to profeſs the ſame ; I ſhould think 
that one thing a juſt ground of Separation or forfaking their Com- 
munion. 

Dr. Steward's England: Caſe, pag. 26. When Men caſt out of 
the Church Catholick, and ſo damn to Hell all thoſe that hold not 
their Opinions; this St. Azg»ſtine oft-rimes calls Schiſm in the 
Donatiſts: 1 could name you thoſe who are guilty of this ; but Iam 
ſure, our dear Mother is got, who hath been ſo mild to thoſe 
who have moſt highly oppoſed her. 

Dr. Hammond's Pratt. Catech. Upon Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, 
We are not to think our own Opinions in Religion, ſuch as are 
not of Faith, of ſuch importance, as to deny Communion or Sal- 
vation to thoſe who differ from us. Item of Schiſm, pag. 165. and 
pag. 166. That as weexclude no Chriſtian from our union, 
that will either Filially arfd Fraternally embrace it with us, being 
ready to admit any to our Aſſemblies, that acknowledge the Foun- 
dation laid by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; ſo we as earneſtly deſire 
to be admitted to the like Freedom of External Communion 
with all the Members of all other Chriſtian Churches, as 
often as occaſion makes us capable of that Bleſſing. And pag. 5. 
Tell us, the Governours of the Church uſe to inflict that puniſh- 
ment of Excommunication on the moſt ſcandalous Sinner. And 
pag. 15. Calls it that very condition into which the Adulterer 
and obſtinate offender is caſt by the Cenſures of the Church. 

Hammond of the Keys, chap. 5. Seft. 18. The more ſhame for the 
over-caſie denouncers of that cenſure, that inflict it for every tri- 
vial commiſſion, without conſideration whether or no repented of ; 
or that uſe this Sovereign Recipe unadviſedly for any other end 
than Reforming the Profane. 
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Dy. Paller*s Moderation cf the Church of England, pag. 366. It 
is evident that the Divine Moderation of our Church conliders the 
frame of Man, and the uncertainty, difficulty, and imperfeftion 
of Humane Knowledge, the weaknels and variety of Humane Un- 
derſtandings, ſhe alloweth much to the force of Prejudice, Educa- 
tion, and the power and artifice of Seducers : Our Church makes 
a great reſerve of Diſpenſation to perſons of Modeſt, Humble, 
Docible, and peaceable Spirits, and proportions her Cenſures to 
the degrees of Malice, and the Unchriſtian Temper which appears 
in Offenders, 

Dy. Cumber on the Cemmon- Prayer in the Commination. Diſci- 
pline with-held in favour of Diſſencers, leaſt the impoſing it there 
- this Holy Means of Reformation deſpiſed rather than 
obeyed. 

Jtem pag. 369, Dr. Pyller. Wherefore the Inſtitution of a 
Chriſtian Man [made by Cramer] faith, the Biſhops are not 
bound fo preciſely, but they may attemper and forbear the execu- 
tion of their Juriſdiftion, when by ſo doing the cure of the offen- 
ders and the tranquility of the Church may be farthered. rem 
pag. 35. According to Equity our Church deſires all her Laws may 
be Interpreted ; Sengmm Leges interpretande ſunt, &c. She ad- 
mits of a Mitigation of a rigid Sentence. And pag. 11+ Diſpol- 
eth them, where the Laws preſs too hard upon particular perſons, 
to relax the Rigour of them. Pag. 370. Wherefore thoſe who in 
Execution of the Charch Diſcipline, abuſe the moſt excellent 
Temper of the ChurCh, in the conſticutioa of her Laws, under 
the pretence of Eccleſtaſtical Authority, verily, they moſt of all 
deſerve the Churches Rod, and the dire point of her Anathena. 
Let it be conſidered, faid Biſbop Tailor, Duitor Dub. L. 3. pag. 
259. How Great a reproach it is to Eccleliaſtical Diſcipline, it 
it be made to Miniſter to Covetouſneſs, and to the needs of 
Proftors and Advocates. 

Biſhop Bramhall, pag- 14. Findicat. of the Church. To exclude 
none from Catholick communion and hope of Salvation, either 
Eaftern, or Weſtern, or Southern, or Northern Chriſtians which 

rofeſsthe Faith of the ApoltJes and Primitive Fathers eſtabliſhed 
in the firſt General Councils, and comprehended in the Apoſtolick, 
Nicene, and Athanaſian Creeds, and laſtly to hold an Afual Exter- 
nal Communion with them 1 vers, in our deſires, and to endea- 
your it by all lawful means. rem, pag. 17. There is not the like 
[2 neceſſity 
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neceſſity of communicating in all Externals, there is not ſo great 
conformity to be expected tn ceremonies as in the Eſſentials of Sa- 
Cra!T;.cnts. 

Biſhop Bilſon of Sabjeftion, Part 2. pag. 223. Edt. 4. It isa moſt 
pernitious fancy to think that divers Natioas and Countries difter- 
ing by Cuſtoms, Laws, and Manners (fo they hold one and the 
ſ.me Role of Faith in the Boad of Peace) cannot be parts of the 
Catholick Church, Communicant one with another. The Com- 
munion of Saints ſtandethnot in External Rights, Cuſtoms, and 
Manners; but in believing the ſame truth, raſting of the ſame 
grace, reſtiag on the ſame Hope, calling on the lame God, re- 
joycing in the ſame Spirit, whereby they be ſealed, ſanCtified, 
and preſerved unto the day of R:demption. 

Cauſes of Decay of Chriſtian Piety, pag. 285. As Chriſt, when 
he forewarned his Diſciples of the enluing perſecutior, tells them 
not only, they ſhould be killed, but they ſhould be put our of the 
Synagogue; fo now,as if Chriſtians were emulous of exery branch 
of 7ewi/h Cruelty, we tranſcribe that part of the Copy too, and 
cither by cauſeleſs Excommunicating others, cr ſeparating our 
ſelves, we deny the benefit of Publick Communion to each 
other. 

Jrem, pag. 280. Every Petty difference, &c. pag. 2879, Would 
we indeed comport with the Example of thoſe happy Times [sf 
the Primitive Church] we ſhould have prayed for the Converſion of 
Diſſenters, not laid Anathema's upon them, and prayed for their 
confuſion. 

lem, In his whole Duty of Man : If one that holds all neceſlary 
Chriſtian Truths happen yet to be in ſome Error, we are not for 
this to deſpiſe his Perſon, or forſake his Communion. 

Biſhop Reynold's Brotherly Agreement. In the caſe of unavoida- 
ble Differences amongſt good Mea, there ought to be mutual Cha- 
rity, &c. not to judge, deſpiſe, reject, inſult over one another, 
not to deal with the weaker as Aliens, but as Brethren ; not to 
procced preſently unto Separation, Rejection, Anathematization 
but to reſtore thoſe that are overtaken with an Error, in the ſpirit 
of Meekneſs. 

Dr. Aleſtrv, Serm. 9. pag. 170. Cenſuring the abuſe of Excom- 
munication. If they be not ſo happy as to 3 Orthodox, ſending 
them down to Hell direQtly. 
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Dy. Barrow, In hs Unity of the Church, Speaking of the Reman 
Churches, It Churches do maintain impious Errors, if they do 
preſcribe. naughty practices, it they do rejeft communion ard 

upon reaſonable Tearms, if they vent unjuſt and uncharita- 

le cenlures, &c. If they damn, and perſecute all that refuſe to 

be their Subjefts in ſuch caſes we may Reject ſach Churches as He- 

retical, or Schiſmatical, or wickedly uncharitable, and unjſt in 
their proceedings. 

Dr. More in hu Pref. to the Miſtery of Gadlineſs, pag. 19 The 
Object of Church diſcipline ought to contain nothing but the in- 
diſputable Truths of our Religion, namely the generally acknow- 
ledged Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and plain indiſpenſable 
Duties of Life, for theſe are ſuch, as deſerve to be held up with 
all poſſible care and ſtriftneſs : Other things fo gently recommend- 
ed, that no conſcientious man may be pinched by them. 

Dr. Stilliogfleet's Preface to Irenicum. What poſlible Reaſon 
can be aſſigned, why ſuch things ſhould not be ſufficient for com- 
munion with a Church, which are ſufficient for Eternal Salvati- 
tion? And certainly thoſe things are ſufficient for that, whichare 
laid down as neceſſary Duty's of Chriſtianity by our Lord and Sa- 
viour in his Word, 

Dr. Cave's Goſpel preached to the Romans, Serm. 4. pag. 89. God 
be thanked, fuch is the preſent Moderation of our Churches Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical conſtitutions, our penalties are not for DeſtruCtion, 
bat for correction and amendment ; we puniſh none for their bare 
opinions, and readily embrace every Returning Penitent. 

hem, pag. 87. We muſt above all things put on Charity, and 
when we come to reprove, rebuke, and to inflict Spiritual Cen- 
ſures and Puniſhments, we mult diſtingniſh as tenderly as we can, 
between the wilful and the weak, the obſtinate and the lznorant ; 
the obſtinate we muſt endeavour to ſave with Fear, plucking them 
out of the Fire, with them we muſt be more ſharp and ſevere in our 
Admonitions ang Threatnings ; But on the weak we muſt have 
Compaſſion, who may be ſuppoſed to Err through ſimplicity, or 
the fervors of Devotion, and ought to be treated with a fatherly 
Tendernefs, for to be reſtored, it poſſible, (conformable anto the 
DoGtine of St. Paul to Timothy) with the Spirit of meekneſs. 

Stop to the Courſe of Separation. The juſt Reaſons of Excommuni- 
cation are the ſame all over the World, which is obſtinate gourd 
ing in great Tranſgreſſions of the general Precepts of the Goſpel 
Alt the end of the Book. F 2 Union 
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Union of the Catholick Church, pag. 10. Every difference in Xudg- 
ment, when no violence is offered to the Catholick Faith and Un 
ty, muſt not break this Communion, _— rn mage 
of St. ar, judging no man, nor excluding him the Right 
he if be thank aberwiſe'; where the diſpute was thought of 
no mean concernment : Which St. Azgu/tine often alledgeth @- 
gainſt the Donarsſts, and condemns Yittor, peg. 11th. who was ha- 
ſtening to Excommunicate the Aſian Churches for their difference 
in Celebration of Eaſter. 

True State of the Primitive Church. Be charitable to the weak, 
proceed not fo ſeverely againſt them in your Courts of Judicatare; 
but Remember what St. Paw! ſays, Col. 2. in reſpett of Cecemo- 
nies, Let no man judge you &c. Will you in reſpet of ſach ſhadows 
judge, Excommunicate, Sentence to Everlaſting Flames the Soul 
that holds of the Body of Chriſt, believes all his Holy Goſpel, 
accords with you in one Faith, one Baptiſme, &c. Will you 
condemn ſuch an one to Eternal Death ? Forbid. 

Conformiſts Plea for the Nonconformiſts, Part 4. pag. 101, We can 
repreſent and inveigh againſt Schiſm, as the ſin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. A Sin unto Death indeed in ſome ſence, becauſe it is ſo con- 
trary to Charity and Peace, and deſtruQive of the Life of Saints, 
which doth much conſiſt in their Communion. But were we im- 
partial, we ſhould as warmly admoniſh our own hearts to take 
heed of Schiſmatical Paſſions, and excommunicate them from with- 
in us, as admoniſh, and caſt out others that differ from us. 

Idem, pag. 20, Weare forward to blame the more rigid ſort of 
Separatiſts, for not coming to our Worſhip; and why are we fo 
rigid as to forbearall Chriſtian Communion with them, as if Chri- 
ſtianity were all loſt among them. I do declare, that | hold Men- 
tal Communion with all the Holy Brethren, and am prepared for 
Local and-External Communion with them in all Chriſtian Duties 
and Ordinances. 

Dr. Hammond*s Annot ations on the New Teſt amengs, Rom. 14. 17, 
rs. Chriſtianity conliſts not in ſuch External Matters, [«s Meats} 
bat in the prattice of Chriſtian Vertues, ſuch are Mercifulnefs, 
and Peaccableneſs, &c. not dividing, and hating,” and Excom- 
municating* one another, and 14. chap. ver. 13. And therefore let 
this Favlt be mended : do not any longer Cenſure, and ſeperate 
from one anothers Communion for ſuch things as theſe. 


Doi. 


(33) 


Dactor Hammond ef Schiſz, p. 16. Becauſe the Governours 
being men, may poſlibly Err, and conſequently cenſure, and Ex- 
communicate the innocent, its poflibie the perſon excluded may 
be innocent : he that is Excommanicate unjuſtly, cannot be ren- 
dred criminous by that misfortune, p. 17. he cites Photixe Patri- 
arch of Conſtantinople, the Excommunication of the Jewiſh Sarbedrim 
ſent out againſt Chriſts Diſciples brought them ſo much nearer to 
their Lord and Maſter, and Alicn'd the Jews themfelves, remov- 
ed them ſo much the farther from the Kingdom of Heaven : and 
doth all unjuſt Excommunication unite us. to the Apoſtles by 
this Conformiry with and participation of their ſufferings. 


Biſhop Is defence of the Apol. p. 583. Brings in St. Anguſtine 
ſaying, Quid obeſt bomins, What is a man the Sooſd if Foe 


rance of a man ſtrike him out of the Rink of the Church, if ill con- 
ſcience ſtrike him not out of rhe Book of Life. In this caſe Se. As«: 
ouſtine ſaith it cometh ſometime to paſs, Ur plurime ſint forws oves, 
191414 i, That there be many Sheep without the Church, and 
many Wolves within: And in your own Law (Mr. Harding) it is 
written thus, Qu ilicite alizm Excom. &c. He that unlawfully 
Excommanicates another.condemneth himſelt and not another. 


That our Love nut be Catholick. 


FH Chriſtian Love and Charity, p. 36. Charity is to love 
every man, good and evil, friend and foe ; and whatſoever 
Cauſe be given to the Contrary, nevertheleſs to bear ;good 
will and heart to every man, to uſe our-telves well-unto them, as 
well in Words and countenances, as in all other As and decds ; 
for ſo Chriſt himſelf ravght, and ſo alfo be performed indeed, aud 
for as much as the Phariſees with their falſe glofles/ had Corrupted 
this love of our neighbour, teaching that this love and Charicy 
perrained only unto 2 mans friends, Chriſt gave this Godly law of 
Charity a true and clear interpretation, that we-ought to love 
every man, bath friend and foe, adding thereto the Commodity 


to be the Children of our heavenly Father : and this we —_ 
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ſire of, ſaith Chriſt, if we love every man without excepti- 


On. | 

Conformiſts Plea for Nonconformiſts,' Part 4. pag» 106. The ſalu- 
tations of the Holy Apoſtles expreſled their largeneſs and their 
Catholick love to the Grinthians, among whom were great divi- 
ſions; to the Galatians and Coloſſians , among whom were ſome 
very Erroneous : ſo did their EenediQtions , peace be to Bre- 
thren, and Love, &c. And Grace be with all them that love 
our Lord Jefus in ſincerity. Eph: 6. 23- and verſe 2. 

Biſhop Davenants Letter to Durens. Whether we will or no, its 
neceſſary that we all own Chriſt as our elder Brother,” and joyn in 
ſtri&t and Brotherly Communion with all that are his Brethren. 
Moreover, all muſt confeſle, true and genuine Charity is as nece(- 
fary to the Salvation of all the Members of the Chriſtan Churches, 
as the true and entire profeſſion of Saving faith, Chriſt having made 
this love the Cognizance, Whereby to diſcriminate his diſciples, 
and thoſe who falſely profeſle his name, he puts this queſtion, Whe- 
ther it be ſafe, Pious, or ſuitable to the duty of Chriſtian Churches, 
not to ſtretch forth the right hand of Brotherly affeftion to thoſe 
Churches, which, though they differ, and in leſler matters 
err , may notWithſtanding be Chriſts Martyrs, and our holy 
Brethren. 

Mr. Thomas Pierce on St. John the 13. 35. Ourlove muſt be o 
extenſive, that it muſt reach even to all, not only to our fellow- 
diſciples, but to all men living upon earth: it muſt reach even to 
our enemies, not onely to thoſe without the pale of the Church, 
whodo us little or no hurt, even Jews, Turks, Inſidels, and Here- 
ticks, for whom we pray once in a year in our Engliſh Liturgy, 
but to our Crueller enemies within the Church. P. 414. item 28, : 
Whom our Lord hath enzoyned us not onely to forgive, but pray 
for, to love their ſouls, to pray for their repentance, and deſire 
they may be ſharers of immortality and bliſſe : of which we ſhall 
not have the lefſe, but rather the more, for having ſharers : and 
tells us on Sr. John 13. 35- By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
diſciples, & Love to Chriſtians as Chriſtians is as the bad 
and Cognizance, the teſtimony and proof of our real diſcipleſhip 
nnder Chriſt, and the firmeſt bond to hold us together in peace 
and love, not ſo much that we are of one Countrey, but that we 
are of one Chriſt, or to exprelle it with St. Paw, that we have 
but One Faith, One Baptiſm. 
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Def. Hammonds Prat?. Catechiſm, under meeknefs, to continue 
conſtant to the dofArine of the Catholick Church; and maintain 
the inward Communion, that of Charity, with ail the true 
Chvrch of God wherelſoever they are, and with particnlar Churches 
ſo far as to embrace them with the armes of Chriſtian Charity , to 
joyn even with the erroneous Churches, ſo far as they are not 
erroneous , Separating onely from their Corruptions, /dem, on 
firſt Epiſt. of St, John 3. 14. We know that we are regenerate 
Chriſtians by our Chariry to other men, which he that hath nor, 
is clearly an vnregenerate, unchriſtian perſon. 

Idem the firſt Epiſt.St. John 4.7. And evidence of our being from 
God,is Charity to our fellow Chriſtians; for that is moſt itrictly 
commanded and exemplified to us from God, and no pradtice ren- 
ders us ſo like to Gods example, and lo concordant to his precepts, 
as the ſincere exerciſe of this duty. 

Dr. Barrow*s. Vnity of the Church, annexed to his Treatiſe againſt 
the Popes Supremacy. P. 36. The genuine meaning of that article, 
Catholsck, Church, may reaſonably be deemed this, that we rrofelle 
our adhering to the body of Chriſtians, which diffuted over the 
World, doth retain the faith taught, the Diſcipline ſettled, the 
prattiſes appointed by our Lord 2nd Saviour, and his Apoſtles, 
that we maintain geceral Charity towards all good Chriſtians, 
that weare ready to entertain Communion in holy offices with all 
ſuch- Item on Rom 12. 18. pag. 230, 231, Serm, 3. purſue peace 
with all, without any exception, with men of all Nations, 7ewes, 
and Greeks, and Barbarians : of all Setts, and Religions, perſecurte- 
ing Jews, and Idolatrons Heathens ( as at that time; ) men of all 
judgments and perſwalions ; Neither is there any evading our ob- 
ligation to this duty, by pretending of others, that they enter- 
tain opinions irreconcileably contrary to ours, that they adhere 
to Sedts and Parties which wediſlike and diſavow ; that they are 
nor ſo vertuous, ſo Religious, ſo Holy, as they ſhould be, or at 
leaſt not in ſuch a mannner as we would have them. 

Biſhop Saunderſons Sermon. 3. Ad Aulam ſect, 39. Here is that 
evil partiality we are to take heed of when we reſtrain the Zro- 
therbood ( or Neighbowr ) to ſome one party or ſociety (in the 
Church) ſuch as we think good of, and exclude the reſt, as if they 
had no part or fellowſhip in this Brotherhood, nor conſequently 
any right to that ſpecial affetion where with we are to love the 
Brethren : which partiailty hath indeed been the very _ of = 
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Churches unity and peace, and the chief Cauſe b>th of the he- 
ginning, and of the Continuance of moſt of the Schiſms, under 
which Chriſtendom hath groaned from time to time. 

Englands Black Iribwral, p.222.A5 | am a Member of this Church, 
ſo lam a Member of the Holy Catholick Church; as | hold Com- 
manion with, ſo 1 love and honour all Chriſtians in the World, 
that love the ſame Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, aad call on his name, 
agreeing with thoſe Truths, that are abſotutcly neceſlary, and 
clearly demonſtrated in the Word of God, thovgh in charity dil- 
ſenting from ſome others,that are not neceflary, Dr. Hewyr"s Speech 
at the Scaffold. 

Dr. Alefirey's Sermon, p, 163. Our Saviours addition, Matth. 5. 
44- faith, that we mult /ove our Enemies. The Chriſtians hath no 
Canaanites, as Dew. 7. but the molt profligate Adverſaries of his 
Religion he muſt love, and pray for them, although they perſe- 
cute him, which makes appear, it doth at leaſt include enemies of 
Religion ; for PI ſeldom were upon any other grourd : 
Ard Chriſt hath proved that the Samaritan, he whom the Diſci- 
ples would conſume, that Schiſmatick and rejeftor of Chriſt, is 
yet our Neighbour, Lake 10. and therefore him alſo we maſt love 
and pray for. 

hem p. 322. Serm. 18. There is no fort of men, nor any man, 
whcm it is lawful for a Chriſtian not to love, and all the reaſons 
urged here by our Saviour do prove, that all mankind, whether 
good or bad, 15 the object of a Chriſtians love. 

Mr. Kettlewells meaſures of Chriſtian Obedience, Edit. 2. ch. 3.1. 7, 
p. 133, and 134 Itis not cither diſtance of Countrey, nor con- 
trzricty of intereſt, no, nor what is moſt of all preſumed to ex- 
empt us from the obligations of this duty, diverlity of opinions, 
or perſwaſions in matters of Religion, which takes away from 
any man his Tight to all that kindneſs and advantage from us ; 
bur of whatioever Countrey, Calling or Religion he be, he is 
cur Neighbour meant in Lake 10. to whom all the inſtances of 
love mutt be pertormed ; for what Religion was ever more odious 
to 2ny one Than the Samaritan was to the lews, Fobn 8.43. Infinu- 
ating] thereby that any man, though fo contrary in Religion, as 
thoſe two were to one another, 'is the neighbour whom the Law 
intends. 
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_ Ms. Glanvell's Eſſay upon Preaching, pag. 32. Catholick Univer- 
fal Charity is a Doctrine exceeding fit tor theſe times; in which 
Diviſions and mutual Animolities have produced fo many fatal and 
deplorable effects ;- and though rhe doing this will diſpleaſe the 
Bygots ard Beautefeus of all lides, yet we muſt goon arm'd with 
Courage and Patience. of the Goſpel, and be inſtant in preaching 
Peace and Love though we are torn in pieces for it, 

ldem, Uſefulneſs of Real Phyloſophy to Religion, pag. 32. 1 ſecure 
Charity for all the Diverlities of Belief, and equally offer my 
Friendſhip and Converſes tothe leveral Sefts and Perſwafions that 
ſtick to the plain principles of the Goſpel and a vertnous life, 0- 
verlooking their particular Fondneſles agd Follies. 

Biſhop Taylor's Advice to his Clergy, p. 29. Let no names of Sets 
or differing Religion be kept up among you, to the diſturbance of 
the publick Peace, and o_ Charity ;z and teach not the people 
to eſtimate their Piety by their diſtance from any Opinion, but by 
their Faith in Chriſt, Obedience, and love to all Chriſtian people, 
even though they bedeceived. 

Again Rule 47. Let the buſineſs of your Sermons be to preach 
Holy Life, Obedience, Peace, Love, among Neighbours Hearty 
Love, to live as the Old Chriſtians did, and the New ſhould. 

Dr. Tillotſon's Sermon on Luke 9. 55, 56. pag. 7» The Goſpel 
defigns Univerſal Love and peace and Good Will , and now no 
difference of Religion, no pretence of Zeal for God and Chriſt can 
warrant and juſtife the contrary. 

Idem. Vol. 1. of Sermons, pag. 213- When we come to Heaven 
we ſhall enter iato the Society of the Bleſſed Angels, and of the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perie&t ; that is freed from all thoſe 
paſſions and ighrmities which do now render the converſation e- 
ven of the beſt men, ſometimes troubleſome to one another. We" 
ſhall chen meet with all thoſe excellent perſons, thoſe innocent and 
charitable Souls, whom we have ſeen, and heard, and read of in 
this World, with all intimate Friends, and perhaps with many of 
our Enemies, to whom we ſhall then be verfectly reconciled, not- 
withſtanding all the warm ronteſts, and peeviſh differences which 
we have had while in this World, even about matters of Religion: 
For Heaven is a ſtate of perfect Love and Friendſhip ; all Quarrels 
and Cententions, Schiſms and Diviſions will then be eifeCtually 
hindered, not by Force but by Love, and all thoſe CUPID, 
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of Religion, which are now ſo hotly agitated, will then be finally 
determined by a perfeft knowledge, and convincing Light. 

Lloyd Biſhop of St. Aſaph «n Sermon November 5. 1680. pag. 9. 
Wz2 know that Chriſt gave love for the Charatter by which his 
Dilciples were to be known, Job. 13. 35. and Icaſt men ſhould 
unchriſtian others, that they may hate them and deſtroy them af- 
terwards, Chriſt enlarged his precept of love, and extended it 
even to Enemies, and not onely to ours, but to the Enemies of 
our Religion, Ma. 5. 43» 44- 

Ar. Cook's Sermon on Kom. 12. 18. par. 6. The Church of 
Chriſt allowes no Enemies at all, but like it, Charity is Oecume- 
nick and Univerſal, nay, like God himfelf Infinite and Eternal, it 
knows no bounds of Love, nor reſpett of Perſons, and muſt never 
fail ; ſurely then Chriſtianity mult fail, utterly vaniſh and periſh 
ſo long as weare at variance among, our ſelves. 

[dem, pag. 10. The grand Duatics of Humility, Peace and Uni- 
rerſal Charity, are delivered ia the Scriptures, in the moſt plain 
exprels and entire manner, as to all Points and Circumſtances of 
obligation z and therefore whatſoever places are crected againſt 
thoſe fundamentals of Praftice, deſtroy the very ellence and being 
of Chriſtianity. 4 

Unity of the Catholich Charch, pag. 7. Catholick Unity conſiſts in 
Unity of Belief, and in the Unity of Charity, having an intimate 
Fellow-fecling of all the good or cvil which befals any, joyned in 
{o ncar a relation as fellow-members, beyond the compaſs of or- 
dinary Humanity, whereby we are bound not onely to pray for, 
but by all Offices of KindneG and moſt intimate Aﬀection, to aſliſt 
and relieve each other in the ſame Houſhold of Faith. 

Jrem. pag. 53. Many of our Church, yea the conſtitution it 
felf hath been often charged and reviled, thongh moſt unjuſtly, 
with too favourable an inclination to them- of Kome, becauſe we 
are not ſo haſty and peremptory in unchurching them altogether, 
or damning preſently all that have been, or are ſtill of their com- 
munion, as ſome would have us; which is in effe@ for being more 
tender of preſerving the Principles of true Catholick Unity then 
in pleaſmg ſome private Humours or Prejudices. 

Mr. Pygot's Abner Plea for Accom. pag. 38, 39, Now whatſo- 
ever Breaches or Diviſions happen in other Kingdoms, which are 
without God in the World, and Strangers from the Covenant of 
Grace, Pſal. 122. 3, yet let 7erwſalem the Church of God be al- 
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wayes like a City which is af Unity within it ſelf : Methiaks 
Philadelphia (the name of one of the Seven Golden Candleſticks, 
Rev. 1.) is a fitting name for a Church, which ſignifies brotherly 
Lovez and every Congregation ought to be in a good Senſe the 
Family of Lave. 

hem. pag. 43- Conſider there is but one Body, Epb. 4. 4. the 
whole Church is but one Body, and the Members of the tame 
Body do not uſe to contend one with another. 

Dr. Barrow*s Serm. 8. pag. 316. Icloſe up all with this Coro!- 
lary, that if we muſt live lovingly and peaceably with all mca, 
then much moreare we obliged to do fo with all Chriſtians, -<Ou: 
Spiritual Brethren, Members of the ſame Myſtical Body, Temples 
of the fame Holy Ghoſt, Servants of the ſame Lord, Subjects ot 
ſame Prince, Profeſſors of the ſame Truth, partakers of cle tame 
Hopes, Heirs of the ſame Promiſe, and Candidates of the ſame 
Everlaſting HappineG. 
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That an Agreement of all Christians in 
any one Seft or Perſwaſron is never to 


be Expetted. 


Iſhop Jewel's Anſwer to Ar, Harding's Preface. 1t were above 
B all things to be delired of God, that his Heavealy Truth 
may paſs forth without theſe contrarieties and Quarrels of judg- 
ments; and many Godly Wiſe Men are much offended to fee it 
otherwiſe ; but thus it hath been ever from the beginning. 

Sir Francis Bacon im bis Advertiſements of the Controverſies of the 
Cimrch of England, pag. 183. of bu works. It is excellently alluded 
by- that Father, that noted that Chriſts Garment was without 
Seams, and yet the Churches Garment was of divers colours; and 
ſets down as a Rule, In veſte varietas fit, ſciſſura non ſit. 

King James the Firſt”s Ban. 3degn, Epiitle rothe Reader |, That the 
variety of Mens Minds is ſuch, that rot Capita tor Senſus ;, yea, and 
that even the very Faces, that God hath by Nature brought forth 
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in the World, do every one of thtm in ſome of their particular 
Lineaments differ from any other. 

Biſhop Andrew's Serm. pag. 519. Contentions there were, when 
St. Paul and his fellow Apoſtles lived, in the Churches under 
them of their times, in the very prime of the Primitive Church 
then were there contentions ; this L note, that we may not think 
it ſtrange if there be contentions 1n our times, they ſhall be no 
ſtrangers with us in ours, they were not. with them in theirs. 

Eix Bam. ; Of the difference in point of Church Government, Set.21. 
Nor is it any point of Wiſdom or Charity, where Chriſtians dif- 
fer, Tas many do in ſome points) there to. widen the differences. 
Jem, Upon the many Jealouſies and Scandals rais'd upon the King ; 
'Tis ſtrange, that ſo Wile Men as they would be eſteemed, ſhould 
not conceive, that difference of perſwaſion in Matters of Religi- 
on may calily tall out, &c. 

Mr. Hooker of Tuſtification, pag. 68. Yeare not now to-learn 
that as of it ſelf it is not hurtful, ſo neither ſhould it be to any 
ſcandalons and offenſive, in doubtfnl caſes to hear the different 
Judgments of men, be it that Cephas hath one interpretation, and 
Apollos another, that Paul is of this mind, that Barnabas of that.: 
if this offend you the fault is yours. Carry peaceable Minds, and 
you may have comfort in this variety. 

Dy. Edward Bulkley, In his Apology for the Church of England, 
Avticle 5. pag. 104. Edit. 1608. m Anſwer to Wright's Articles. 
You vainly and falſely exaggerate Controverſies and irreconcilz- 
ble Jarrs (as you tearm them) among us in eſſentiz] points of 
Faith. I confeſs, there hath been in our Church ſome Contro- 
verſie concerning External Cerecmonics, and Form of Covernment; 
as there hath been heretotiorc between good men, as between Pe- 
ter and Pax!, berween Paal and Barnabas, between Anicetzs Biſhop 
of Rome and Polycarpus, between Chryſeſtom and Epiphaniw, and 
many others, who all were godly men, agreeing in unity of Faith, 
and knowledge of the Son of God. 

Afr. Hieron s Sermons in Bargain of Salt. Now: among our 
ſelves, betwixt us and other Churches there are ſome differences 
in Opinion, as it cannot be holpen ſo long as we carry with us 
our natural imperteQions. 

_ #+. Chillingworth chap. 1. Se. 13. Becauſe the contrary be- 
lief may be in ſuch points, in which Scripture may with great 
probability be aliedged on both {ides; a ſure note of a point not. 
neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, that men of honeſt and upright hearts, true lovers of 
God and of Truth, ſuch as deſire above all things to know Gods 
will, and tb doit, without any.favult at all ſome go one way, ſome 
another, and ſome ſuſpend their jadgments. 

Biſhop Bramhals Juſt Vindication of the Church, We ſee that all 
the famous and principal Churches of the World, the Grecian, 
Roman, Proteſkant, Armenian, Abyſſine have their peculiar differ- 
ences one with another, and each of them among themſelves. 

ſtemp. 19. Though lam far from beleiving, whea Logomachies 
are taken away their real diſſentions zre not halt ſo numerous, or 
their errours half ſo foul as they are pointed out by their Adverſa- 
ries, yet to hold Communion with them in all things is neither 
lawful nor poſlible. 
Biſbop Tailors Coll. of diſcourſes in Epiſt, Dedic. before Liberty of 
Proph. No part of this diſcourſe teacheth, or encourageth variec- 
ty of SeCts and contradiftions, but ſuppoſeth and finds them alrea- 
dy in being, and therefore ſince there are, and ever were, and 
ever will be variety of opinions, becauſe thereis variety of human 
underſtandings, and uncertainty in things. Few men conſider, 
ſince men have ſuch variety of principles ſuch ſeveral conſtituti- 
ons, educations, tempers, and diſtempers, hopes, intereſts, and 
weakneſſes, degrees of hght, and degrees of underſtanding, im- 
poſſible all ſhould be of one mind. * a 

hemp. 401. This variety of opinions in ſeveral perſons, an Ar- 
guihent only of diverſities of operations while the Spirit is the 
lame. . 
Biſbops Reynolds Brotherly Reconciler ;, In that the Apoſtle faith, 
ifin any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, we may from hence learn 
that'in the beſt ages of the Church there have been, and therefore 
we cannot but” expe that there ever 'will be, variety and ditfe- 
rence of Judgme:it among the members thereof ; firſt, while we 
know but in part. Secondly, While there is difficulty in the difſ- 
quilition of Trvth. Thirdly, Weakneſs of judgment in men to 
make that enquiry, Cc. p 17. 

[tem p. 19. Till all the members of the Church have attained 
onto rheir f::1] Srature, there cannot be expected fuch an univerſal 
conſent of Judgments, and harmony of DoCtrines,. even amongſt 
good men themſelves as ſhall not admit of ſome variety and 
diſſonancy. 


Biſhop. 
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Fiſbep Saunderſons Serm. 8, Ad AulamSef.25.Mens underſtand- 
ings are not all of one ſize and temper, even they that. have the 
largeſt and cleareſt underſtanding, yer know but in part; andare 
therefore ſubjeft to errours and ruſapprehenſions; therefore it 
cannot be hoped there ſhould be ſucha conſonancy and uniformi- 
ty of Judgment, no not among wiſe and Godly men, but that in 
many things, yea and things ſometime of great importance, they 
may and will diſſent one from another unto the Worlds end. 

Biſhip Wilkins Serm. 13. p. 4074 408; 'Tisa thing moſt reaſon- 
able and fitting in it ſelf, [ſpeaking of Moderation] uſe of the 
fallibility of human judgment,and that not only from the impoten- 
cy of our faculties, and the prejudices we are liable to from the 
account of intereſts, bur likely from the difficulty and obſcurit 
of things, the molt Learned and: inquiſitive. men many times dit- 
fering ia their judgments, all which put together ſhew how exceed- 
ingdifficult, and next to impoſlible it is that men ſhould ever agree 
in the ſame apprehenfions of things. 

Glanvell's Catholick Charity, p. 34. The Learned and the pru- 
dent Churches, and Councels, Confeſfors, and Fathers, the for- 
mer and the latter ages,the vertuous,and the devout,the credulous 
and the inquilitive, they have all differed in the leſſer matters of 
belicf, and every man differs from RT oun other in ſome- 
thing. p. 37- 'Tis a frequent Wiſh with that all men were 
once of one mind, but then it muſt be theirs no doubt, for they 
would not judge it reaſonable -ypon other terms. They may as 
well wiſh that we were all of one age, complexion, humour, and 
degree of underſtanding, *'Tis enough that fuch agreement is not 
neceſſary, yea | take the other ſtep, 'tis impoſſible. Ovr Tem- 
pers, Capacities, Educations, Genius's, Converſes, Intereſts, 
Accidents are ſtrangely divers, therefore our apprehenfions muſt 
reeds be different. | 

Decay of Piery, p-. 409; Not that I ſuppoſe it poſlible to ex- 
tinguiſh all diverſities of opinions among men, who from their dif- 
fering faculties, and other guiltleſs occurrents may and will have 
their judgments ſeverally diſpoſed. 

Dottor Barrows Vol. 3. Serm. 8. Men ſeeing by ſeveral lights, re- 
ling by diverſly di palates,and meaſuring things by differ- 
ing ſtandards,we can hardly do or lay any thing Religious or Civil, 
which if approved or applauded by ſome, will not be diſliked and 
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blamed by others in this irreconcileable diverſities and inconliſt- 
ency of mens apprehenſions. | 

Deſign of Chriſtianity, Chriſtians becauſe of the diverſities of their 
capacities, educations, and other means and advantages, ſome 
points may be moſt plainly perceived by ſome to be delivered in 
the Scripture, which cannot be ſo by others with the like eaſe. 
Dottor Stillingfleets Irenicum , p. 21. Argu. 2. The peace and 
ſettlement of Chriſts Church nor depending upon a condition 
never likeiy to be attained in this world, which is the agreement 
and uniformity of mens opinions ; for as long as mens faces differ 
their judgments will. 

The Trae ſtate of the primitive Church, p. 2. Mens underſtandings 
are as various. as their ſpeech or their countenance ;z otherwile i: 
were impoſſible there ſhould be ſo many underſtanding and mode- 
rate, yea and conſcientions men alſo Papiſts, Lutherans, Cali - 
niſts, all in ſuch oppoſition one againſt another. 

Conf. Plea for the Non Conformiſts, part. 4. pay. 409. How vari- 
ons are the degrees oflight, and the dictztes of Conſcience cven in 
good, wiſe, and ſelf-ſearching men, and that even in a'divilion 
of judgment and prattice ! The firſt cauſe is different degrees of 
Light, and means of attaining knowledge : Some are more deep 
and quick, ſearching and induſtrious, have better means and op- 
portunitics of knowing : 1 do not now take notice of the biaſſesof 
education, prejudice, pre-poſleſſions, and paſſions of Men, nor 
the influence of the world upon mens alterations. 

Kidders Sermon of peace, p. 24. It is indeed very poſlible after all 
that the beſt men mayd iffer from cach other. 

Mr. Wakes Sermon on Rom. 15. 5,6, 7. p. $. Mens different ca- 
pacities, and opportnnitics, and tempers, and educations conlide- 
red, ris in vain to expect that all good men ſhould agree in all 
their notions of Religion, any more then we ſee they doin any 
other concerns whatſoever. . And p. 9. That mens underſtand- 
ings are different, and they will argue different ways, and enter- 
tain different opinions from one another about the ſame things, 
and yet may nevertheleſs deferve on all ſides to be cſteemed very 
good and wiſe men for all that. 

Serious and Compaſſionate Enguiry, It is true indeed there may be, 
and muſt be diverſitics of apprehenſions in ſeveral points ofChri- 
ſtianity, while men are of different capacities. 


At. 


( 44) 


Mr. Cooks Sermon, on Rem, 12, 18, p. 7. It cannot poſſibly be 
meant their agreement in judgment, Koz. 12, 16. for that you 
know cannot be forced, one mans mind (though he would hum- 
ſelf) catinot always be bent to anothers perſwaſion : yet there 
' are ſome among us, great pretenders too to holineſs, who value no 
agreement like that in principles; if they can but meet with a 
man that jamps with them in ſentiments, he is Cheriſhed and em- 
braced as a knowing man, well enclined and diſpoſed to good 
things. 


Argument for Tol. in differences of Opinion, Printed $1. p. 2. Had 
God intended we ſhould be all of one opinion, as indeed that we 
ſhould be of one Faith, he could have made every thing as clear 
and plain in the Holy Scripture,and as uadoubted as any p. 4. /dem. 
By way of illuſtration let us make a ſuppoſal, that a Maſter bid- 
deth three or four of his Servants do ſuch or ſuch a thing, and that 
the Servants differ about the ſenſe and meaning of the command, 
one underſtanding it one way, another another way, and a third 
in this, the fourth in that, according to the judgment of their 
own diſcretion ; and this is our Caſe we all are equally ſervants 
not bound to that ſenſe of the word which another gives, indeed 
ſome ſervants are to bring the word to others,*but thoſe others 
not bound to the ſenſe of it further than they are waded it is 
their Maſters : ſearch the Scriptures, and try the ſpirits, &c. 


Principles and Prattices of Moderation. &c, p. 310. It is noleſs 
unreaſorable to malign our brethren becauſe they are not in every 
thing of our judgment, than to quarrel with each other upon the 
account of the unlikenels we obſerve in our faces and conſti- 
rutions. , | . 


Mr. Tulli's Sermon of Moderation, p. 17. Let us not therefore, 
if we have any ſenſe of Moderation and temper, perſiſt to dreſs 
up things in hideous and portentous ſhapes to frighten and exa- 
ſperate one another, but- let us rather aſcribe the differences a- 
mongſt us to error of judgment, the prejudices of education, in- 
felicity of Conſtitution, or to any other of thoſe either innocent 
or excoſable cauſes, which render an intire unity of opinions an 
impoſſible thing. 


That 
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That Mutual Favour and Forbearance of 
one another in Love is neceſſary. among 
Cbriftians in their Diverſmes of fudg- 
ments. . 


| hm the Sixth, Queen Elizabeth, King James the Firſt, Kin 
Charles the Firſf and Second, and King James the Second, al 
ve their Toleration and Indulgente to the ſeveral Churches Dit- 
ting from us ; the Dateb at Colcheſter, Walloones at Norwich, and 
French at London, and at Carterbury, or elſewhere. 

K ing James the Firſt of Bleſſed Memary, in bis Letters to the States 
of the United Provinces, March 6. 1613.  Magis Autem e re fore, 
ſi Miniſtris veſtris ſtrifte imperetis, ut pacem colant ſe invicem to- 
lerando in iſta opinionum & ſententiarum diſcrepantia” —Eoque 
juſtius videmur vobis hoc ipſum ſauadere debere, neutram 
comperimus adeo deviam, ut non poſlint, & cum Chriſtianz 
— & cum _—_ not yn me ey bo. ney ry 
more advantageous, if you did give a to your Mini- 
ſters, to keep the Peace by mutual Toleration of one another in 
the difference of Opinions avd Judgments. And therefore we 
ſeem more juſtly to give you this Counſel, becauſe we find neither 
of theſe Opinions ſo Erroneous,. but that they may conſiſt with 
A of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Salvation of their 

uls. 

Biſhop Hall's Letters to Durzus. Why do we profeſs Chriſtian 
Charity if we do pertinaciouſly refuſe to Indulge the difference of 
onr Brethren from us in theſe Scholaſtick Problems (fo he calls the 
differences between Lutherans and Calviniſts) when we know that 
our benign Saviour moſt mildly tolerated, and ſilently paſſed by 
more grievous in his own A A 

" King 
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Kings Charles the Firſt's Meſſage of a Treaty from Oxford, March 
3. wy, 5 He deſired the bc or. bott! Houſes of Parliament 
to conſult and agree upon ſuch LhIOgSs as_might conduce to- the 
maintenance and defence of the Reformed Proteſtant Religion, 
with due conſideration for all juſt and reaſonable eaſe to tender 
Conſciences. 

Item in the Kings Second Meſſage for' Pare, January 29, 1645. 
That by the Libe y offered in the fifteeth preſent for the caſe of 
their Gonſciencesy who, commanicate, not if the '$cryice already 
eſtabliſhed by Att of al ent in this Kingdom, he intends, that 
all other Proteſtants behaving. themſtlres peaceably in and to- 
wards the Civil Government ſhall have the free exerciſe of their 
Religion in their own wa 

Item to the Prince of ales, The charitable connivance, and 
Chriſtian Toleratign often dillipates their ſtrepgth whom rougher 
qnem_— ition fortifles, © 
ns IT Xo Ki am confident, there were 


no reorm way © deſignivg a proſj ,þ floyriſhing durable » Kia: 
dom, as to dei gph 
it byr Gol eg wk Love ant eeeneF) hae ave ; 
thor wa nk th ehGincain Propheſie of Chriſts 
words ſures, &c. 
ic; ' Adynier to the Charch fk wy: ," Roman Catholi J and Prireflant 
ers relts . | dean teft it £ bs Wit =o 
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fo tothe Churth' of I 
- t Udiver ries, LK oe Church ; ; 
ty Life they (hob il up6t! thoſe 
in = Th their Church. Which he had 
| Dogan yu emihic t hard in Oxford, a year oj twoal- 
Ms w/alhs) pax 26; £5 2A 44 | Chriſti- 
ads ENT: ani from # nity*and 
ſwertn@k. © reafon is there ord gn ſion! ik of 
the chieteſt I of the Church of Chriſt, which. did | ſoelpectally 
Charatterize a, Chriſtian man, except thete Sorta pr Ae it at 
oy re ir the ok Ganyid 2 Sm Airy 
Ae op roſe ue, que MIniſs jaſtam bee 
; rofeſfion, whoſe © notes were Gentlenels Fd 
acti in uf wy ſenſe of the Heathen Ammianus Marcellinus. * 
King Charles the Second in a Detlaration from Breda, _ for 
Liberty 
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Liberty to Tender Confciences, and" ſayes that no mov) ſhall be 
diſquieted for Diftertnces | im |Opinioh in Matters of Religion, 
which. do not diſturb the Peace of he Kingdom, page 5. and 18; 
This Declaration his Majeſty afterwards, May 8. 166 1. .rearms a 
Promiſe ſolemnly made. This Dectarationor Promitt he telis beth 
Houſes, 7aly 8, 1661, that fo oft as he comes to them he'menti- 
ons his Declaration from Breda, that himſelf as well as. they'tmighr 
mind it. In his Majeſties Declaration of Drecemb.264.1662. He tells 
us, that.ke remembersthe very words of the Promiſes from Breds 
that concern'd Liberty: of Conſcience, and the confirmations he 
hathr made of them ſince upon ſeveral Occaſions, and that he is! ſtill 
firm ia Reſolution of performing them to the fulk » He tells what 
hindered ; Bur: ic muft not be wondered at, fince that Parliament 
ry er mp cans fonts ws =_ —_—_ never 
thought 600 offer us ah pto:thar/pu 2 jeſty pablickly 
declared his avowed readineſs in olqmior ele wif 166g. 
to indulge Tender Conſciences. y bot 
Biſhop Bramhall's Juſt Vindication, Cc. pag. 279.') Men may vary 
in their Judgments,/ and yet: preſerve Chriſtian Unity ard Charity 
in their Aﬀections owe towards another, {b as Errours' be not de- 
{ructive to Fundamental Articles: YE 4.18 
Biſhop Gauden of ſlighe Healing, pag; 102." + That Lenitive of 
Equaniaity, Forbearance, and Moderation' (in reſpet of Con- 
ſcientious Diſſenters from the publick Conſent, Cuſtoms and Con- 
ſtitations in the Church) which Chriſtian Charity requires, aud 
publick peace with ſafery way bear. - | 
Idem, pag. 93, Scandalous for any to plead that they may have 
Liberty or Toleration for that, which by publique Advice, and 
upon due ſearch is found to- be ſuch, as'iis prone to'eadanger, or 
diſorder and infect the whole. BEST 
Biſlvp Reynold's Broeberly-Reconcikatian,/ pat. 19. ' ln-thiscaſe of 
unavoidable differences arnong, good men, there ought ro be Mu- 
_ Charity, Meekneſls, Moderation, Tolerance, Humanity 
vn . 
Idem, pag. 25. Brings /in a ſaying of Mr. Calvin; ſich a man 
(faith he) is a lincers Migiſter 'of Clift, a godly and/ a maclerate 
Man, therefore, thoughChe diſſent! from vs, 1 wilt:not ceaſe to 
love him (tK. | | . 
' Biſhop Taylor's Coletion of Diſcomrſer, pag. 603. To refuſe our 
Charity to thoſe who have the __ Faith, becauſe they have = 
2 2 
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all our Opinions, and belieye not every thing neceſſary which we 
over-value, is Impious and-Schiſr.atical ;-and to this ſenſe is that 
of St. Pax, if 1 had all faith, and have not Charity, 1 am ne- 


ths [ &c. 4 e.12 3h . t, 

Tom. If men pleaſe, what-ever advantages would be conſe- 
quent to an Unity of perſwaſion may be ſupplied by a charitable 
compliance, and mutual permiſſion of Opinion, preſcribed us by 
the Lawes of Chriſtianity | 

Idem, Epiſt. before Lib. of Proph-in Colleftion of Diſcourſes, &c. 1 
thought it t not misbecome my duty and endeayours,to plead 
for Peace Charity, and Forgiveneſs, and Permiſſions mutual. 
And in Defence of that Piece in the Second Edition, Now I have 
done all that I can da ;; onely | repent me oC 
Truth, or doing Charity :il:Anfwer, whatſoever is againſt the 
Foundation of Faith,1 or.Eontrary to good Life, and the Lawes of 
Obedience, ar deftruttive to _humanc Societies, and the publick and 
juſt intereſts of Bodies Politick ; is out of the limits of my 
Queſtion for Toleration. + 

Idem, | think 1 have ſpoken reaſon in my Book, and examined 
it with all the ſeverity that I have,t writ this,becauſe I thought it 
was neceſſary, and ſeaſonable, and charitable, and agreeable to 
the great pzecepts and __ of Chriſtianity, conſonant to the 
prattice of the Apoſtles, and of the beſt Ages of the Church, and 
of the nature of the thing, " 

Biſkep Hacket's Sermon on Atts 5.39. p. 22+ An Unanimity of 
Opinions is not neceſlary to Friendſhips, ſaith Ariftorle very well. 
Dear Friends may retain the ſweetnels of love together, and yet 
vary in ſome concluſonof Judgments ; a little more may be gran- 
ted that each may becarneſt to win the other to aſſent. 

Idem, pag. 25. But if ſundry ſhapes and appearances of reaſon 
will not ſuffer us all. to enjoy the ſame Knowledge, and the fame 
Conſcience, yet let us Di as Brethren, and not' as 'Ene- 


mies. 

Biſhep Saunderſon's Serm. 9. ad Aulam, Set. 23. We ſee Philo- 
ſophers, Lawyers, and Phyſitians, confuting one anothers Opini- 
ons in great, Volumes, and we allow it in them ; but difference in 
Opinions is more tolerable in Divinity, by how much the things 
about which we are converſant are of a more ſublime, myſterious, 
5 than are thoſe of other 
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Biſhey Wilkins Sermons on Rom. 14. p. 57. There are ſeveral 
Truths which are not of ſo great conſequence as Unity, Peace 
and Charity ; and therefore 1n ſuch things there ought to be a 
mutual forbearance towards one another. Idem Sermon 1 3. It is no 
difficult matter for men to be fair and kind, and moderate to- 
wards ſuch as are of the ſame way and agree with them ia the 
main, Jdem pag 413+ 414. This vertne Moderation will be ve- 
ry advantageous to the peace and welfare of hu nan ſociety in the 
eneral, which doth very much depend upon the mutual conde- 

ſion and forbearance of men towards one another with things 
about which they differ. 
In the Preface to Dr. \Worthingtons Scriptare-Catechiſm, deſcri- 
bing the Author deceaſed 3 among other there were no vertues he 
was obſerved to be more an example of then a Dove-like innocen- ' 
cy, ſimplicity , Meekneſs, Humility, and peaceableneſs , candor 
and ingengity the moſt Chriſtian, becauſe the greateſt and moſt 
univerſal Charity, in which thoſe that diſſented in matters of Re- 
ligion, (which is rare in theſe days) had not onely a real but a 
great intereſt. 

Dy. Aleſtries Sermons ;, If you would diſcover what the temper 
of the Goſpel is, you may fee it in its Prophecy and Picture ia the 
Prophet, /ſaiah 11. 6, 7. 65, 25- The Wolf ſhall dwell with the 
Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lye down with the Kid, &c. Whar- 
ever miſchief theſe hve in themſelves there is nothing of devour- 
ing, or of hurt to one another in this ſtate, they lye down and 
dwell together. | 

Again Sermon 18. p 35. In the name of God what did Chriſt 
mean when he preſcribed this Precept, when he diſputed, preſt ic 
thus upon us, Math. 5. 44. Or what do Chriſtians mean when 
do break and tear this precept and themſelves. Though I 
be far from hopes to reconcile our parties, (as by Gods help 
I ſhall ever be from making any) yet 1 will offer an expedient £0 
make them not ſo noxious, namely if they will keep the difference 
of their judgments from breaking out into their afte&ions and 
ations. 

Dr. Barrow Fol. 3. Sermon 7. p. 250, 251. It concerns us there- 
foreif we would live peaccabl y in ſuch diſputable matters, reſer- 
ving all due reverence to the judgments of the moſt, the beſt, and 
wiſeſt perſons, to be contented in a modeſt privacy to enjoy the 
reſults of a ſerious and impartial difſquiſition, patiently enduring 
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others to diſſegt from us ;, and npt, vitemptiog by needle fryit- 
leſs 29d endhels, contentions to gain | ph our perlwalionss 
eſpecially- lince the' Truth copterded {or may.not be worth ;the 
paſſion employed. about it.. 1dem Serv Eth-agaiuſt Evil-ſpeaking 
p. 67. 'Tis very unjuſt when as we do need the candid judgment, 
and forbearance, and pardon of others for many things faulty and 
offenſive that we commit, to refuſe the like to others. 

Glanvells Catholick,Coarity,, p. 29. Secigg then that Charity is 
neceſſary, and agreement in opinions is neither neceſſary, nor pol- 
ſible we ought to comply with our.main duty notwithſtanding. 
our leſſer difference. If this were conſidered unity. of afieCtion 
might be preſerved amidſt diverſity of opinions., 

And p. 20. Then will the Church glorious indeed when 
Chriſtians ſhall make differences in qpanjans: and diſpenſable pra-. 
Ctiſes, the objects of their mutual forbearance. ' F 

Idem p. 59. If any ſhonld aow ask me whether this Doctrine of 
Univerſal Love does not tend to univerſal Toleration, I ſhould 
anſwer that thus far it; doth, that all private perſons ſhould To- 
lerate each other, and bear with their brothers infirmities, that 
every man ſhould allow another thar Liberty, which be defires 
himlelf in what the Laws of God and Man have left hum free, and 
permit him his own opinion without- cenſure or diſpleaſure ; But 
as to the publick, 1 do by no- means think it modeſt for us to de- 
termine what the Government ſhould do. | 

Dottar Mores Myſtery of Iniquity, and. Anſwer touching Liberty -in 
Religion, p. 542- | ſay then for all Proteſtants Chyrches whoſe 
Religion is the Bible, it is little detriment or indecorum for them 
to uſe ſo well a limited indulgence (as I have above deſcribed) to 
their weak but fincere nurſlngs, who are fo thorough ſormed 
Chriſtians, as cordially ;to beheve alk the eſſential parts of our Re- 
ligion, but are onely pozted in ſome opinions and Crupuloſities 
that are pretcr-eſſentials- It is no more unſeemly-to permit ſom- 
thing to them peculiarly , than for a tender Mother to indulge 
ſomething to a Child that breeds teeth, or is any, otherways 
weak or ſickly ; or a Maſter of a Family to permit, if not provide 
ſome proper accommodations for thoſe of his Fainfty-a part; whoſe 
infirmitzes or: conſtitutions make them lef fit to; dine ar ſup at his: 
commaen Table, 

Idem| Miftery of Godlineſe, Preface p. 19, A mutual Agreement 
ww bearing with oge another diſltats in the non — n 

2530 eli- 
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Religion is realy a greater ornament of Chriſtianity than-the moſt 
exatt Unifortmity imaginable, it being an eminent exerciſe of Cha- 
rity, the flower of all Chriftian Graces, and the beſt way (I think) 
at a long rua to make the Church as uniform, as can juſtly be 
deſired. 
Tie Author of the Whole Duty of Man. The leſler differences in 
opinion, muſt be born with on both ſides and muſt not in the leaſt 
hats our brotherly Charicy to cach other. 

wy of St, Alaph's Sermon on 5th. November before the Houſe of 
of Los. As our Holy Religion excells all other in this admirable 
temper of love, ſo by this we may uſually judge who they are that 
excell among Chriſtian Churches, when there happens any diffe- 
es Solis Hiſtory of the Rights of 8, 

ub: altsbury's ' ebts of 'Princes, pag. 25 71 2 

It is A oſervable, the beſt 17S have been 4 ventſs 
to thoſe that differed from them. But the unworthy who will 
ot trouble themſelves with the laborious methods of conquering 
errots, arc always apt to extream and cruel courſes, ſince they 
know they, muſt prevail with theſe, or none at all. 
Dottor Caves Goſpel Preached to the Romans, pag. 34 ; The pre- 
cepts which our Lord gives, and moſt earneſtly recommends in or- 
der to the. general benefit of mankind, are thoſe of Meekneſs, 
Mercy? Forbearance , Long-ſuffering,, brotherly Kindneſs , and 

arity. , : Y | 
: DS Stillingfleets Jrenicum Preface ; There were after \this 
Decree at, Jeruſalem, As 15: 29- great diverdities of practice, 
and diverſities of Obſervations among Chriſtians, bat the Holy 
Ghoſt never thought them fit tobe made matters of Law, to which 
all parties ſhould conform; all that the Apoſtles required a5 to theke 
Was m-itual Forbearance, and condeſcentions towards each other in 
them. Andin Pref. to Vnreaſonableneſy of Separation he picad: for 
favour for them and forbearance. 
Ar. Del Angle, In the Name of God my Lord (in his Letter 
to the Biſhop of Lnd-n) do all that poſſibly you.can;to bririg 
then back to their duty by ſweetneſs and Charity which is-onely 
able ta do great things on theſe occaſions; for men who have 
always ſomething. of pride, do.commonly oppoſe every. thing 
thot ſeems to them to att by bare Authority only they lcarce 
ever fail to yie 1d themſelves up to forbearance and condeſcention. 
I ſhall alſo here mention the judgment of divers eminent _ 
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of the French Church in thoſe Irenical diſcourſes, Geſel HY. pop 2. 
It were in the firſt place to be wiſhed that all who do profeſs the 
Diſcipline of Chriſt would think and yum the ſame thing : but 
ſince the weakneſs of humane underſtandings, this difficulty of 
Divine things is fo great, that ſuch an abſolute conſent amongſt 
pious perſons is ſcarcely to be expetted in this World, the next 
thing to be endeavoured after is that they may agree in the belief 
of the principle Heads of our Religion ; and as for other thin 
which reither of neceſſity belong to Holineſs of Life, nor t 
comfort of Souls, nor the Kingdom of God, that men would fo 
believe them, as to bear with them who think otherwiſe concern- 
ing them. For that this may lawfully be done the thing it ſelf 
declares, and St. Paw! pronounceth ; not onely in many places 
doth permit, but even commands us to bear with Difſenters : This 
is the common opinion of all perſons, which from the firſt ages of 
Chriſtianity to the preſent times have been of any eſteem or ho- 
nour in the Church. 

Principles and Pratlices of ſome Moderate Divines, p. 308. Let the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity labour for the true ſpirit and temper of 
Chriſtians, and it will be as well with the Chriſtian Worl1 as if 
we were all of the ſame mind ; I mean let us not Magiſterially im- 
poſe upon one another, and be ſo Charitable as to belleve well of 
Diſſeaters from us that live good lives. Jrem p. 348. That we 
may contend with each other about nothing more then who ſhall 
exrreſs in the midſt of our different perſwaſtons moſt Charity and 
moſt Candor. 

Conformift Plea to the Non-Conformiſt, part 3. p. 62. Doth Chriſti- 
an Love and Compaſſion prompt us, to wiſh our perſecuted Bre- 
thren in France enjoyed the liberty of the true Religion there? 
And if they ſhould enjoy a freedom there, ſhall we deny a libert 
to Proteſtant Brethren here ? 1 can ſee no ways to avoid a Juſtifi- 
cation of the barbarous uſage of Proteſtants there, by them that 
proſecute Proteſtants here 

Idem part 4. p- 1- Peace, Love, and Forbearance have a greater 
place a them in Religion, than the AC controverlie, 
#hich cauſe our  Divifions. And whether it be Meeter for the 
zreater things to ſuffer by the leſſer, or the leſſer to give place 
70 the greater, let common reaſon judge, and common experience 
ome 18 as an evidence. 
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Mr. Kidder's Serm. of Peace, pag. 24. Thebeſt men as they may 
differ from each other, but then their Chriſtian charity will dit- 
ſe them to forbear, and forgive, and to debate with great 
calmneſs and temper 3 which is the way at once to Truth and 
Peace. 
Mr. Tully's Serm. of Moderation, pag. 2. Thoſe Homiletic, or 
if I may fo ſpeak, converſable Graces of Meekneſ6, Gentleneſfs, 
Forgiveneſs, Forbearance, &c. are fo frequently preſſed upon us 
in the Sacred Writings, upon this proſpect partly, no doubt, that 
they all of them tend mightily to the ſweetning of Societies, and 
to the prevention, or healing thoſe differences which are apt to 
embroil us, 
Argument for Toleration and Indulgence in rilation to differences in 
Opinion, pag 2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between points of Faith and 
Points of Opinion ; that we ought to bear one with another in 
reſpe&t of differing Opinions as God doth bear with us all : he 
hath left ſomethings leſs plain and clear then others as matters 
both to exerciſe the reaſonable faculties of good and pious men, 
and to afford them ſubjets of mutual Charity and Forbearance in 
their difterent Sentiments and Apprehenſions about them. 

lrem, pag. 25- As for Separations into ſeveral and diſtin&t 
Conventions, I ſee no cauſe of fearing any greater inconvenience 
in them to the Church, or to the State, if mutual Toleration and 
ladulgence be the received Principle, than is in fo many ſeveral 
Clubs of Friendſhip, or Companies of Trade. However different 
they may be from one another, in other reſpects, in this they 
will all agree to love one another for that of God they ſee, and to 
maintain the publick Liberty, the common Intereſt of all, and 
though they are as many Conventions as you can imagine, (and 
the more the leſs dangerous, one will balance another) yet they 
are not Fations. 
Form of Prayer, Dec. 22. 1680. By the power of thy Holy 
Spirit of Peace, diſpoſe all our Hearts to ſuch Meekneſs of Wit- 
dom, ſuchcalm and deliberate Long-Suffering and Forbearance of 
one another in Love, that ſo we may live in Peace, and the God of 
Peace may be with us. 
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1 bit Force and C apital Puniſhments are not 
to be Inflifted on Chriſtians for their dif- 


ference in Opinions from 1s. 


10od Advice to the Church of Brgland, &c. pag. 22. And to 
the end that I may do the Reformation Right, and the 
Priaciples of the Church of England Juſtice, thoſe in Queen Mea- 
ries Time, particularly Latimer, Philpot, Bradford, Regers, very 
eminent Retormers, hardly one perſon of any Note but did pals 
Sentence on Perſecition as Anti-chriſtian 3 the Apologies after- 
wards of the ſame ſtrain as may be ſeen in 7uel, Haddon, Reynolds, 
&c, cenſuring the Papiſts for the Perſecutions that they raiſed a- 
2ainſt the Proteſtants for matters of pure Religion. 

Biſhop Juel's Defence of the Apol. pag. 484. St. Auguſtine ſaith, 
Nullis bonus in Cathouca Eccleſia boc placet ſt uſqite ad mortem in quen- 
quam licet bereticum ſeviatur. No good man in the Catholick 
Church likes that any Heretick ſhould be puniſhed with Death. 
As for our parts,ſpeaking of our Church, we were never yet guilty 
- to one drop of your blood. We ſeek no Aid at Fire and Sword, 
we will rather fay with St. 7erom ; Utinam filios bereticorum, &c, 
Would God we may kill the Children of Hereticks, and of all them 
that be deceived with Spiritual Arrows, that is to ſay with the 
Teſtimonies of Scripture. And with St. Auguſtine, O fi occidas cor 
{ad bis acuio, KC, . 

Biſhop Andrew*s Sermons on Luk. 9. 54, 55, 56. pag- 912. He 
pats the caſe ; whether the Town of Samaria for nor receiving 
Chriſt upon pretence he was not of their Religion might not be 
conlumed ; but Chriſt ruleth the Caſe for the T own,that it ought 


not to be done. It was an Errour, this of the two Diſciples, = 
e 
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ſee it plain by Neſcits ;, but of it may well be faid that Gregory 
faith of another of theirs, © ſalutarts error, &e., Bleſſed Errour 
it was, for by it the World was rid of the like Errour ever after. 
For ſo long as this verie ſhall ſtand in this Goſpel it will ferve 
for a reſolution to this Queſtion. Any of his Diſciples may do 
that which they here would have done. This rebuke here 0: 
theſe will reach to all undertakers in the ſame kind 3; this Neu 
perders ſed ſalvare ſaves all our Towns, Cities and States (ron! 
conſuming by fire, from any of Chriſts Company. 

tem pag. 919. And where they move him # ſpecie for a de 
ſtrution by Fire, he not content to deny that alone, denieth ir 
in genere, not to deſtroy at all, neither by Fire, nor any other 
way. Here we have a caſe of Fire; will ye have another of the 
Sword ? 

St. Peter, St. John 22. 49. Shall we {mite with the Sword ? 
that he denies too : Out with your Fire Zames and Jobn, up with 
your Sword Peter. So that neither by fire here, nor by Sword 
there, doth Chriſt like of theſe Motions. If & oft as Chriſt 
ſuffers indignity, fire ſhould come down from Heaven, Domine 
quis ſuſtinebit ? Pſal, 130. 3- We were all in an hard caſe, Yew: 
and Samaritans, yea Diſciples, yea this James and Jobn and all. 
The Samaritans they received not Chriſt, let them be gone, burnt 
all. When he came to Jernſalem, why, there he was murthered, 
worle uſed then in Samaria; then we mult call for more fire, Teru- 
ſalem maſt be burnt too. Now for the Diſciples, it is true, they 
had received him ; but when moſt need was, thruſt him from 
them, utterly denied, that ever they knew him : then we muſt 
trouble Heaven once more, and call tor fire for James and Jobs too : 
nay, then the World is at an end, fatt; ſums ficut Sodoma, Rom. 
9. 12, allan heap of aſhes, if this Doctrine go forward. 

rem, pag. 913. And for our comfort *tis, that our Saviour 
Chriſt was none of theſe Zelore, but ſhewed himſelt on that ſide 
that enclined to Humanity and Peace. 

King James the Firſts Speech to the Lords and Commons at \W hite- 
Hall, March 21, 1609. I never found that Blood, and too much 
ſeverity did good in Matters of Religion ; For beſides that it is a 
ſure Rule in Divinity, and God never loves to plant his Church 
by Violence and Bloodſhed, Natural Reaſon may even perſwade us, 
and all Experience proves it true. 


Ex Bank, Upon bis Majeſties retirement from Weſtminſter. Sure 
I 2 it 
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it ceaſeth to be Counſel, when not Reaſon is uſed as to men, but 
Force and Terrour as to Beaſts; to drive men, and compel them 
to aſſent. 

Idem, Upon the calling in of the Scots and their coming. Seft. 11. 
Sure in Matters of Religion thoſe Truths gain moſt on mens Judg- 
ments and Conſciences, which are leaſt urged with ſecular Vio- 
lence, which weakens Truth with Prejudices. 

Idem, Upon the Covenant, Ejac. 2. Nothing violent or injurious 
can be Religious. 

Idem, On the Kebellions and Troubles in Ireland, Sef, 12. O my 
God, thou ſeeſt how much Cruelty among Chriſtians is ated 
under the colour of Religion, as if we could not be Chriſtians, un- 
leſs we Crucifie one another. 

Dr. Chillingsworth, chap. 4- Seft. 16, Take away this perſe- 
cuting, burning, curſing, damning of men for not ſubſcribing to 
the words of men,as the words of God, &c. In a word, take away 
Tyranny, which is the Devils inſtrument to ſupport Errours, and 
Superſtitions, and Impieties in the ſeveral parts of the World, 
which could not otherwiſe long with-ſtand the Power of Truth. 

Sir Robert Pointz Vindication of Monarchy, pag. 27.. The Sword 
availeth little with the Souls of Men, unles to deſtroy them with 
their Bodies, and to make them deſperate, or diſſemblers in Re- 
ligion, and when they find opportunity, to fall into Rebellion ; as 
there are many Examples. 

Pygot's Abners Plea, Shall we prove homo bomini lupus, one man 
a Wolf to another, to hunt and to worry and to kill one another ? 
It is againſt nature. It's for bruit beaſts that have no underſtand- 
ing to bite and tear, and gore one another ; but as for men, they 
ſhould be Meek and Gentle, homo homini Dew, one man ſhould be 
Godlike to another, to help, and to defend, and to comfert one 
another. Page 46. Conlider that fuch things will bring a ſcandal 
upon our Religion. The Kings of Jſ-ael were noted to be merci- 
ful Kings. And the Proteſtant Religion hath hitherto been noted 
to be a merciful, a peaceable Religion. —T hey are our Spirityal 
Brethren, our Chriſtian Brethren ; and though nature cannot, yet 
Grace ſhould prevail with us, to retura from following our Chri- 
ſtian Brethren, thoſe that profeſs the ſame Faith, and the ſame 
Proteſtant Religion with us. 

King Charles the Second, December 26, 1662, *Tis evident 
( ſaid bu Majeſty) by the fad Experience of Twelve Years, there 

is 
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is very little fruit of all thoſe forcible Courſes, that have been 


uſed. 

Feb. 5. 1672. The then Lord Chancellor in his Speech of his Majeſty 
Charles the 2d. He loves not blood, nor _— ſeverities ; but 
where mild or gentle ways may be uſed by a wiſe Prince, he is 
certain to chooſe them, — And concludes that head thus ; Bur 
His Majeſty is not convinced that violeat ways are the intereſt of 
Religion or the Church. 

Biſhop Gauden of ſlight Healing, p. 46. While men of the ſame 
Polity are like Pikes in a Pond, or Fiſh in the Sea, or beaſts of 
prey in a Wilderneſs, purſuing and devouring one another. While 
they have ſo little Equity, fo no Piety or Charity tocach other ; 
but every party deſigns to ſubdue others, to ſet up it ſelf, and to 
oppreſs the common liberty, and publick welfare, what peace in 
Church or State. /tem p. 75. When true Religion is either cor- 
rupted in its ſoundneſs of Doctrine, or overgrown by Superſtiti- 
on, broken by Faftion, or perſecuted by miſguided Zeal, &&c. 

Biſhop Tailor's Advice to his Clergy, p. 25. Uſe no violence to 
any man to bring him to your opinion, but by the word of your 
Miniſtery, &c. —— Conſtrain them to come in. Rule 28. Stir 
up no violence againſt them, but leave them if they be incurable, 
to the wiſe and mercitul diipoſition of the Law. /dem, if a man 
cannot change his opinion when he liſt, nor ever doth heartily, 
but when he cannot do otherwiſe, (. e. throngh his own convi- 
Aion) then to uſe force may make him: an Hypocrite, but never 
aright believer. 

Biſhop Saunderſon ad Azam Serm. 3. Seft. 34. A fad thing itis, 
and very grievous it is to the Soul of every good man, when in 
the Church, which is the houſe of God, Chriſtians that call them- 
felves brethren, fall foul upon one another, not onely girding at, 
and claſhing againſt, but. biting and nipping, and devouring one 
another, as it they were bent to contume and to dcitroy one 
another. 

Bilbep Hackets Serm. on Atts 15. 39. p. 38. I havecaſt my mite 
at this time into the Treaſury, to remind them who are of the 
ſame lot before Chriſt with Paul and Barnabas, to itop contenti- 
ons, and as they dread the ſharp wrath of God to mitigate all : 
ſharpnels. 

Dottor Barrows Treatiſe of the Popes Supremacy, p. 219e Men not 
to preſcribe to others or nt to Periecute tor them. And _ 
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of the Church annexed toit, p. 11. Who-ever therefore doth high- 
ly offend againſt Charity, maligning or miſhieving his brethren, 
doth thereby ſepargte himſelf from Chriits body, and ceaſe to be 
a Chritian, and cites St, Anzuſtine de Bapt. 3.19. * They that are 
enemics to brotherly Charity they are Pſeudo-Chriſtians , and 
Anti-Chriſt, they are ſeparate from the Church of Chriſt. 

Dottor Al\leſtries Sermons, p. 165. To deſtroy mens lives, or other 
temporal rights, on this account meerly becauſe they are Apo- 
ſtates , Schilmaticks, or otherwiſe rezett the true Religion, or 
Chriſt himſelf, this is that Which Chriſt reproves here, telling 
them that would do ſo, you knew not what manner of Spirit you ave 
of. Item Serm. 9. p. 170. It mens falſe opinions make no parties, 
nor miſchief in the State, we are not to make them Martyrs to 

their falſe opinions, 

Canſes of Decay of Piety, p. 184. They know little of Ancient, 
and leſs of modern times, that are not acquainted with the mutual 
perſecutions, which almoſt all parties have alternately raiſed one 
againſt another among Chriſtians ; Confiſcations and Baniſhments, 
Gibbets and Flames, Weapons, God knows, much too carnal for 
a ſpiritual Warfare ; yet much more ia uſe, then thoſe St. Paul 
recommends to T:mothy, Gentleneſs and Meck, inſtrutting of oppoſers, 
2 Tim. 2. 25, 26. 

Dr. Stewards Sermons on 2 Kings 18, 22. p. 15. Acaſe of Con- 
ſcience deciced by our Saviours own mouth in St. Luke 9. James 
and John the two ſons of Thunder begins ſtraightway to ſhew their 
temper. What! not receive Chriſt, nor the Chriſtian Faith ! 
Maſter, ſhall we command fire from heaven ? Our Saviovr replies, 
you know not what manner of Spirit you are of, ye underſtand not at 
all what it is to bea Chriſtian, I came not to deſtroy, to plant 
Religion in blood, no, | leave that to Turks and to Mahometans 
p. 16. Its not lawful by blood to bring in Chriſtian Faith : Its 
not lawful to plant a Church by ſach force, nor is it lawful thus 
to reform it. 

Dotteor Henry Mores Myſtery of Iniquity, p. 546- The perſon 1 
plezd exemption for from any harſh uſage muſt be of a converſati- 
on blameleſs, of an unſhaken beleif in all the eſſentials of Chriſtian 
Religioa , of impregnable Loyalty, &c. compliant with his 
Church to the utmoſt his Conſcience will permit. /rem p. 543- 
That alſo'is remarkable which Biſhop Jewel in Defence of his Apol, 
Notes out of Chryſeſtom in 19. Hom. on Matth. Nanguid outs Lupum 
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per ſequitar aliquando, non ſed lupus ovem. Sic enim Cain perſecium eſt 
Abel ; now Abel Cain, Sic Iſhmael perſecurm eft Iſaac, fic Judei 
Chriftam, non Chriſt Judzos : Heretici Chriftianos, non Chriſtiani 
Hereticos, Ergo ex fridttibus eorum coynoſcetis eos. And ſmartly 
again in = ſame Hom. Quem videris in ſanguine perſecutionis g auden- 
tem, | Oj® 

Piſhipof Aſaph's Sermon on November 5th. 1680. p. g. They give 
a ſtrong preſumption againſt themſelves that they are not truly 
Chriſtians. /rem p. 20. Neither our Religion, nor” our Church 
is of a perſecnting Spirit: I know not how it may be in particular 
perſons, but I ſay again, it is not the genius of our Church ; ſhe 
hath no Doctrine that Teacheth Perſecution. She hath not pra- 
Qiced ir, as others when they were in the Authority. I thank 
God for it, and I hope ſhe will alwayes continue in that tem- 


F. 
Dn Deftor Tillotſons Sermon on Novemb. 5th. 1678. Before the Houſe 
of Commons, Where he faith upon our Saviours words, ye know 
not what manner of Spirit ye are of ; not that ſurely which my 
dottrine deſigns to mould and faſhion you into, which is nota fu- 
rious and perſecuting and deſtruftive Spirit, bat mild aud gentle 
and ſaving, tender of the lives and intereſts of men, even of thoſe 
who are our greateſt enemies. p. 6, 7» /temp 30. True Chriſti- 
anity is not only the beſt, but beſt natured inſtitution in the 
World, and fo far as any Church is departed from good natnre, 
and become cruel and barbarous, fo far it is degenerated from 
Ch riſtitanity. 

Mr. Hales of Erring Chriſtians; Wherefore if a perfect pattern 
of dealing with erring Chriſtians were to be ſought, there were 
not any like this of ours ; which as it takes not to it ſelf the liber- 
ty of cruelty, ſo it leaves not any the liberty of deſtroying their 
own Souls. 

Dottor Caves Goſpel Preached to the Romans, Serm. 4. p. 8g. 1680, 
Yea, ſuch of late hath been the tenderneſs and indulgence of our 
Gratious King and our Biſhops, that Mercy hath triumphed over 
Juſtice, and our Dillenters have had more favour ſhewed them 
then the Laws allow : yet too many of them are as querulous and 
diſcontented ſtill, as ever, like froward humorous Children that 
cry, not becauſe of whipping, but becauſe they may not ſcratch 
their nurfes, and have their fooliſh wills in every thing, 
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De. Burnet Biſbop of Salishury in his Remarks on the Methods for 
Converting of Prot, p. 30. Cites St. Auguſtine ſaying, Let them ex- 
erciſe cruelty upon you, who do not know with what difficulty - 
truth is fonnd out, and how hardly errours arc avoided ; and let . 
them exerciſe cruelty upon you, who were never themſelves de- 
ceived with any errour like that with which you (5. e. the Mam- 
chees) are now deceived. 

Item, Exheortation to Peace and Unity, p. 15, 16. Violence alic- 
nates thoſe farther whom we ought to gain upon, and likewiſe 3 
increaſcth their party by the compaſſions of all good natured peo- 
ple, who are thereby firſt inclined to pity them, then to love 
them, and fo the ſharpneſs of rigour inſtead of being a ſecurity 
often proves the ruine of thoſe who depend on it. rem, p. 29. 1 
am ſure, we ought to carry it ſo towards them (z. e. the Papiſt) 
that it may appear we do not hate their perſons, and do nothing, 
againſt them, but as we are compelled to it for ſelf-preſervation, 
and even in the hardeſt things that a prudent care of our own 
quiet and ſafety may force us to all perſonal ſoftneſs and gentle- 
neſs towards them, is indiſpenſably neceſlary to ſuch as would 
ſhew themſelves to be truly reformed Chriſtians. 

Dr. Haſcard on Eph. 4. 32. And be ye kind one to another, &Cc. p.24. 
"Tis not the nature of God williogly to grieve the children of 
men, and ſhall we pleaſe our ſelves with ſeverities? — And muſt 
our dealings and converſations in rigours, in extremities, with 
our fellow Chriſtians, of the ſame ſtamp of nature and Reli- 
gion with us, and ſo uſeful to us, be ſo far unlike to the methods 
of this mighty being ? 

True ſtate of Primitive Church , p. 8. As for thoſe who keep their 
crroneous opinions to themſelves, and onely refuſe to conform 
to the Churches eſtabliſhed DoCtrine or Diſcipline, pardon me if 
I fay that really I cannot find any warrant, or io much as any hint 
from the Goſpel to uſe any force to __ them ; and from Rea- 
ſon ſure there is no motive to ule force, becauſe (fays he) as I ſhew- 
ed before, fear cannot make a man beiieve your doCtrine, but only 
as an hypocrite profeſſes what he believes not. **. 

Serious and Compaſſionate Enquiry, &c. It becomes a Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate who conſiders he governs Men and not Beaſts, to afford 
means of Inſtruftion and competent time for thoſe inſtruttions to 
take place : It hath always been found, that Force without In- 
ſtruction hath been prevalent onely on the worſt of men. —When 
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the Publick is ſecured, yet there is great ſcope for his Compatilicn ; 
and conſequently it is the Duty of a good Magiſtrate to drive, 3+, 
the Catrel can go, peg. 211, 212. Not to reſort to ſuch fevert- 
ties, as are abhorred by all Eng liſh-men, pag. 11 3. 

Myr. Dodwel's two Letters to My. Baxter, pag. 216. You mcan 
that all truly Pious and Conſcientious perſons ought to be treated 
with Candor and Reſpect before ſzvere means be uſed, or that the 
uſe of ſevere means is ntterly to be forborn, as far as may be, that 
is, as far as ſuch forbearance may be reconcileable with the publick 
Intereſt, which is to be preferred before the private of any per- 
ſon whatſoever ; I conld for my part heartily wiſh it were {© 
00. - 

Kidder's Serm. 1 Pet. 3.11. pag. 22. We Quarrel firſt, then we 
hate and when we are ſtrong enough, we periecute each other. 

Union of the Catholickh, Church, pag. yo. Men may make a noitc 
with the Odious Names of Perſecutions, yet our Adverſaries of 
both the Extreams have little reaſon to objett that, of which they 
themſelves ſtand ſo deeply char » when in their power. 

Principles and Prattices of Moderation, &c. Theſe perions (the 
Moderate Divines of the Church of England) are defirous that 
Mercy and Indulgence ſhould be ſhown towards thoſe, whoſe Con- 
ſciences will not permit them to comply with their Governours in 
ſome things diſputable, judging it a piece too near of kin to that 
of the cruel Procruſtres, ever to endeavour to force others to be 
juſt of their pitch and ſize in-Opinions, and to approve of their 
Sentiments. 

Ar. Smythies Spirit of Meekneſs, pag. 68. As the Galathians 
were overtaken in a fault, Galat. 6. 1. So we muſt account them 
likewiſe who have diſſented from us. Men that are guilty of 
Errours of praftice, they are wilful, for they know they are 
wrong, and yet they are to be treated with a Spirit of Meekneſs, 
that they may be made ſenſible of their wickedneſs, that they 
may be reclaimed without puniſhment by the Execution of Laws, 
if it may beeffeted ; Much more then are others to be dealt ten- 
derly with in their Errors of Judgment through weakneſs and ina- 
bility of Mind, for which they are to be pitied. 

ifts Plea for the Nonconformiſts, Part 4. pag. 28. Whether 

men ſhall forfeit their Goods and Liberties, for a Diſſent in Religi- 

on, by any Goſpel-Rule, or Rules of Chriſtian Equity is a great 
Queſtion, and the Negative ow doubt as yet. we 
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Idem, Part 3. pag. 5- The men ſpeaking of Diſſenters are given 
to pray, hear Sermons, ſing Pialms, and other pious Exerciſes, 
and live, if not better, yet no worſe than many that go to 
Church : People thirk aid iay ſurely, it is hard to drive honeſt 
Mes Cattle, teize their goods, break oxen houſes, for doing 
well. 

A- pument for Toleration and Indulgence in Difference of Opinion, 
Printed 1681, pag. 3- Inſtead of bearing and Indulging to compel 
a perſon to ſerve the Deity in a way againſt the light and appre- 
hentions he hath, is the greateſt Tyranny that can be ; for it is 
to compel him to thedoing of a thing, which on pain of Damna- 
tion he holds himfclt obliged nat todo. 

lrem, pag- 5,6. To be rigid and ſevere to others in matters of 
Opinion, 15 not to comport with the Golden Rule of all our Acti- 
ons, preſcribed by our Bleed Saviour, which is to do as we would 
be dene unto. - Wouldiſt thou be compelled thy (elf to anothers opi- 
nion that doſt compel others. —Arguments and Reaſons (and 
not Capiaſſes and Imprifomnents, Fire and Fagget)'gre. proper 
means to effeft it: Thus the Ancient Fathers in all their Apologies 
ro the Heathen in defence of themſelves and the Chriſtian Religion 
cver pleaded. | 

Atr. Kettlewcl's Meaſure of Obedience,F dit.z. pag. 631. If we arc 
rizorous and ſevere with our Brethren, Gcd will be ſo with us alſo, 
and when he comes to jadge us, ve ſhall ficd as little allowance at 
his hands, as they have done at ours. For he ſhall have. judgment 
trom Ged without Mercy, who to men hath ſhewed no mercy : but 
if any man hath been merciful to his Brethren, God will be much 
more foto him. This will be the beſt Plea, that can be urged to 
obtain Mercy at Gods Hand, Mar, 5. 7. 
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Peaceable Sentiments about Confeſſions and 
Articles of Faith. 


lick Confeſſions be reſtrained to neceſſary and uncontrovert- - 


' 
Biz Davenant's Letter tro Durzus : UnleGs the Forms of Pul:- 


ed Doctrines, this miſchief will enſue ; that many Learned, Pious, 
and peaceable Paſtors, will be excluded, and made unſerviceatle to 
the Churches where they Irve ; that therefore it Coth behove the 
Rulers of the Church, as being conſcious of their own and of 
the inficmities of Mankind, to be cautious leaſt while they do re- 
quire a too rigid, and exact Conteſlion, they ſeem to weaken that 
iweetly necefiary Communion which ſhould be among them- 
lebves. 

King Charles the Seconds Declaration from Breda : That none for- 
feit his Benefice that ſub{cribes all the Articles of Religion, which 
only concern the Confeſſion of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the 
Doctrine of the Sacraments. 

Hiſtoria quinque Articularis,, Part 2. chap. 5. Cited by Dr. Puller's 
Moder. pag. 127. The Articles of this Proteſtant Church in the 
Infancy thereof were drawn up in general Terms, forcſeing that 
Poſterity would grow up to fill the ſame 3 meaning, that thoſe 
Holy Men did prudently diſcover, that difference ia Judgments 
would unavoidably happen in the Church, and were loth to un- 
church any and drive them off from any Eccleſiaſtical Communi- 
on for petty differences, which made them Pen the Articles in 
comprehenſive words to take in all who differing in Branches meer 
in the Root of the ſame Religion. 

Out of « Letter of the Biſhops of Rocheſter, Oxford, and St. Davids, 
to the Dukes of Buckingham, Auguſt 2. 1625, Exemplified in Heylin's 
Hiſtory of Archbiſhop Laud, pag. 131. The Church of England 
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an4 maintained by the Church of Reme, refuſed their apparent and 
Dangerous Errors, and would not be too buſie with every particu- 
lar School point. The Cauſe why ſhe held this Moderation was, 
becauſe ſhe could not be able to preſerve any Unity amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, if men were forced to ſubſcribe to curious particulars dil- 
puted in Schools. —— Some of them { Montagne: Opinions] are 
ſach as are fit onely for Schools, and to be lett at more Liberty 
for Learn'd Men to abound in their own Sence, & ec. 

Biſhop Tailor's Duttor Dubitamt, L.- 3. chap. 4. R. 28. Set. 8. 
No particular Church ought with rigour to require ſubſcription 
to Articles which are not evidently true and neceſſary to be pro- 
feſſed, becauſe in the Diviſion of Hearts that is in the World, it 
is certain that ſome good men may diſſent ; and then eithe- they 
ſhall be afflifted, or tempted to Hypocriſie, either of which if 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws be guilty, they are not for Edification, they 
are neither Joſt, nor Pious, and therefore oblige not—. 

Doftor Stillingfleet's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, pag. 9. In the 
Preface. If any Temper can be found out, as to the manner of 
Subſcription, that may. give eaſe to the ſcruples of our brethren, 
and ſecure the peace of the Church; and this I ſuppoſe may be 
done by an abſolute ſubſcription to all thoſe Articles which con- 
cern the Doctrine of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the uſe of the 
Sacraments, [even ſo Biſhop Bramball required of the Clergy in 
lreland)] and a ſolemn Promiſe under their hands or Subſription 
of peaccabte ſubmiſſion as to the reſt, ſo as not to oppoſe or con- 
tredit them, cither in Preaching, or Writing, upon the ſame 
penalty as if they had not ſubſcribed to the 36. 

| ſhall mention two or three of thoſe Teſtimonies referred to in 
the Preface about Ordination. Dr. Chillingſworths Religion of 
Proteſtants, &c. Fpiſt. 1. ch. 6. Sett. $. by way of Queſtion ; whe- 
ther any one kind of the external Forms of Church Government 
(z, e. by Biſhops or Presbyters) be fo neceilary to the being of a 
Chirch, but that they may he divers in divers places, and that 
a good and peaceable Chriſtian may and ought to ſubmit himſelf 
to the Government of the place where he lives, whoſoever he be: 
Which Queſtion (we are told in /rer, part. 2. Ch. 8, p. 394.) ac- 
cording to the tcnour Of the reſt to which it is joyned, muſt as to 
the former part be reſolved in the Negative, [no one Form of 
Church Government fo neceſlary but they may be divers in divers 
places; ] and as. to the latter in the Aſhrmative [7. e. That a 
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eable Chriſtian ought to ſubmit himſelf to the Government 
which he lives under. ] 

Judge Hale's diſcourſe of Religion p, 11. That the Epiſcopal form 
of Government conſtituted in England is a moſt excellent Form of 
Eccleſiaſtical Government, and exceeds all others may eaſily be 
evinced ; and that it is the beſt adapted to the Civil Government 
in this Kingdom is viſible to any intelligent perſon. And yet 1 do 
not think that the Eſſence of Chriſtian Religion conſiſts in this or 
any other particular Form of Government, —Though the wiſe 
and ſober ſort of Conformiſts know and profeſs this that a man 
may be a good and excellent Chriſtian under this Epiſcopal or any 
other Form of Church Government, &c. 

Biſhoy*Carletons Gnſenſus Eccleſ. Cathel. contra Trident, prelettio- 
nibus, c. 11. de Eccleſia p. 289. cited out of Conf. Plea for the Non- 
Corformiſt, part. 3.p. 36. It is the cuſtom of the Catholick Church, 
ut Epiſcops legitime ordinent, ſed ſi quis a Precbyters Ordinatus ſuerit, 
ordunatio ills etiam vera oft ex ejuſdem Eccleſie Catholice judicio. Idem. 
p. 283. Ordination is not to be repeated, although ir be diſorderly 
and out of courſe, any more than Baptiſm in the Catholick 
Church. 

But further even they who have the internal call, conſiſting of 
good Learning, Knowledge in the Scripture, and are of a good 
exemplary Converſation, and moved by the Spirit, are not to be 
reckoned as Laymen, but next to Presbyters or Miniſters, accord- 
ing to the declared judgment of great and eminent Proteſtants, as 
Conf. Flea for Non-Corformift, part. 3. p. 37- Arch-Biſhop Abbot ad- 
ded this obſervation to the 9 Section of the 2d. ch. de Circumerſee 
one © Baptiſmo. Quz/ftones ſex diſcuſs per Georgium Abbatium. 

- 109, 
4 Martin Bucer ſaith in Epiſt. a4 Eph. c. 4 That ſome ofthe Lay- 
men were admitte4 to read and interpret the Holy Scriptares, an 
the Primitive and purer Charch ; which they ſometimes did per- 
form in the prefence of the Biſhops ; and nameth Or:gen and others. 
And ith he if any man add what the truly learned Hieron Z anchims 
ſpeaks indefinitely, -— When from the prattice of the purer 
Church, they who were not in Holy Orders, did Preach the Go- 
ſpel. We anſwer there is a differeace to be made between the 
imple Layman,or the common fort to whom power is given in the 
Roman Church to Baptize, and them who are 1n/tar Miniſtrorum 
Evangel:i ; and wie got only excel the common fort of men, = 
their: 
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their Learning in holy things, but are (or were) called by the ſpe» 
cial, publick and common Decree of the Biſhop and them ſer 
over the Congregation, publickly to interpret Scripture, And 
theſe, and not others the words of Bacer do note or point at, &c. 
J/tos ego non audeo ad or4:n4rvorum, et vulgariun Laicorum conditzones 
revocare cum ad Prezbyteros tam prope aceedant. 1 dare not bring down 
theſe to the condition of ordinary and vulgar Laymen, that come 
ſo near to Presbyters (or Miniſters) faith the Learned Abbot of 
this fort. And whether Tertwlten ſpeak of tuch as theſe, that were 
permitted to Baptize, I leave:to the Judgmentof the Learned. 


Biſhop Jewels Serm. on 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. fo.223. In theſe our days 
the Miniſters of God, and Preachers ot his Goſpel are evil ſpoken 
of among all men ; ſome ſay they are unlearned, they are Crafts- 
men. Some ſay they preach they cannor tell what. - Let us exa- 
mine and try their Doctrine with the touchſtone of Gods Word, 
and then be you Judges, if you ſee that we teach you nothing 
but the myſteries of God ; that we diſcloſe to you the will of God, 
eſtcem us to be the Servants of God, the Miniſters of Chriſt, 


CC. 


This is but a taſte of what is referred to in Jrem. part. 2. ch. 8, 
and in Cenf. Plea for Non-Conf. part. 3, 
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Hearty deferes and Prayers for Love and 


Peace. 


BY? Davenant's Lerrer to Duraus. That which. all pious perſons 

are with ferveat ſupplications to delire they ought ascarneſt- 
ly to endeavour after. Now who doth not dayly folicit God for 
the peaceable State of the Church, who doth not pray that al! 
thoſe things which vex, diſturb or any way hinder the Edification 
of the Church, ſhould be removed : this was the wiſh of the Royal 
Pſalmiſt, and ought to be the delire of Princes, Dodors and all 
Chriſtians; and ſurely what they ſincerely ſhould detire they 
ſhould as ſincerely eadeavour after. 
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Biſhop Hall"s Works, pag. 426. Yea, let me beg peace as for Liſe, 
by your filial piety ro the Church of God, by your love of Gods 
Truth, by the Graces of that one bleſſed Spirit, whereby we are 
all informed and quickned, by the precious Blood of the Son of 
God,ſhed for our Redemption be enclined to peace and Love, ard 
though our brains be different ler our hearrs be one. 

Ex Bam. the Treaty as Uxbridge, Fjac. 1. Oh thon that 
art the God of reaſon and of peace, Fe. Soften our hearts by the 
bloud of our Redeemer, and perfwade us to accept of peace with 
thy ſelf, and both procure and preſerve peace among our ſelves as 
Men and Chriſtians. Condemn us pot to our paſſions. Clear up 
our underſtandings to ſee thy Trnth, and enclire all bur hearts to 
hold the anity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Give us thar 
Charity which ſhould be among our ſelves, and beſtow upon us 
that peace which onely Chriſt our great peace-maker can merit. 

Biſhop Salisburies Exhortation to Peace and Union, p- 34. Let us 

all reſolve to ſpend ſome portion of our time, at leaſt an hour 
every Week in earneſt prayers to him for the peace of his Zeruſalem 
among us, and for continuing our Religioa ſtill with us. Ir is his 
cauſe and we ought chiefly to offer it up to him for his protection 
and defence ; and if our fins do not defeat our prayers, we may 
hope that a conhderable number of ſach Interceſlions will procure 
great bleſſings to us; eſpecially we having the aſſiſtaace of thoſe 
who have taken Sanfuary among ns. 
Atr. Pygots Abners Plea for Accommodation, p. 15. Never leave 
wreſtling with the God of peace; by unceſſant and carneſt prayers, 
till he be entreated for the land to ſettle peace amongſt us , 
that the Lyon and the Lamb might lye down together. 

Canſes of decay of Chriftian Piery, p. 419. Oh that we might ſee 
our impertinent ſtrifes ſuperſeded, and all monlded into the oue 
Noble emulation, who ſhall faſteſt unravel his own miſchief, and' 
promote that peace he hath hitherto diſturbed. This indeed were 
worthy to be the united deſign of all Learned men, and were ir 
once ſo who knows how proſperous it might be, /emp. 227. Who 
knows what a powerful exorciſm the United Iaterceſſions of the 
Chriſtian World might have becn, had we jointly deprecated our 
quarrels,God might have found a way to have compoſed them tho 
we could nor. 

Forms of Prayer upon the Faſt Day 224. Dec. 1686, Inthe 
prayer for Union amongſt our Selves ; Bleſſed: eſs, wade <" 


- 


—_= 


— = L4H 


— w 


AAA o 


_ 


YT I EI— CC __— — ——— 


———— 


l 
4 


(63) 
and our Peace, —— Look down in much Pity and Compaſſion won this 
diſtreſſed Church. and Nation, whoſe bleeding wanyds occaſwned by the 
lamentable diviſions that are among ua, cry aloud for thy ſperdy'beip and 
Saving relief, ſtir up we beſeech thee every Soul of #9 Carefully (as be- 
comes ſincere Chriſtians) to root out of our hearts all Pride and vain Glory, 
all wrath and bitterneſs, all unjuſt prejudice and carſeleſs jealonſie, all 
Hatred and Malice, aud deſire of Revenge, and yo it is __ 
Way exaſperate our minds, or bt Pl arſcerming  t 
things ths —_ aur peace, — That as there 4 but one body, 
and one Spirit, and one Hope of our Calling, one Lord, one Faith, &c, 
So we may henceforth be all of one heart, and of one Soul, cloſely nnited 
in one Holy bond of Truth and Peace, of Faith and Charityz and ( fofar 
4s it is poſſible and an Union #s attainable) with one mind and one mouth 


Llorifie God. 
Licenſed according to D2der. 
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A Table of the ſeveral Heads. 
Chrowledged by C —_— that there are Good and Wor- 
A thy eMen amongſt the Diſſemers. | 
Saluation for juch as are faithful in the common duties of 
> 
hat Proteſtants are agreed in the main. 
The Creed contains all [ruths neceſſary to Salvation. 
Conformiſts not forward in cenſuring men as guilty of Here- 
tical and dammable Errors. 
Noe to be ſhut ont of the Church and denied Communion for 
leffer (ins or Errors. 
That our Love muſt be Catholick, 
An Agreement of all Chriſtians in one Perſwaſion not to be 


expeded. | 
eMutual Favour and Forbearance to be prattiſed in onr di- 


verſity of Judgments, 
erce and capital Severities,cenſured in matters of Religion. 


. Of Confeſſions of Faith, and their Articles, &c. 
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